Political Science Y311: Democracy and National Security

Fall 2000, Course Website http://www.polsci.indiana.edu/mcginnis/y311
and Oncourse https://oncourse.indiana.edu/bl/
Meets MW 2:30-3:45 PM, Woodburn Hall 120, Section 3687, 3 credit hours

Professor Michael McGinnis, Woodburn Hall 366

Office Hours: MW 9:05-10:10 and by appointment, phone 855-8784,

e-mail: mcginnis@indiana.edu, homepage http://php.indiana.edu/~mcginnis/vita.htm

Associate Instructor: TBA

Course Description: 

Democracy and national security -- we all want both, but they can pull us in opposite directions. In this course we examine the ways in which tensions between the requirements of national defense and principles of liberal democracy have shaped (and will continue to shape) U.S. foreign policy. We will focus on evaluating recent cases of U.S. military intervention abroad, in various types of "peace operations." In a group simulation exercise, students from another course (COAS E104, "Coping With War") will advocate increased U.S. involvement in some ongoing conflict. Y311 students will be asked to evaluate the democratic and security implications of these proposals. The course concludes with an evaluation of media coverage of world conflicts and U.S. interventions, again on democratic and national security grounds.

Required Texts: (Other readings will be made available in class, on-line, or on reserve.)

Bowden, Mark. Black Hawk Down: A Study of Modern War, Penguin, 1999.

Mermin, Jonathan, Debating War and Peace: Media Coverage of U.S. Intervention in the Post-Vietnam Era. Princeton University Press, 1999. 

Weiss, Thomas G. Military-Civilian Interactions: Intervening in Humanitarian Crises. Rowman & Littlefield, 1999. 

Assignments and Grading
	Exam 1
	20%
	Mon. Sept. 25

	Exam 2
	25%
	Mon. Oct. 30

	Take-Home Final Essay
	25%
	Due Friday, Dec. 8, Noon

	Quizzes and In-Class 

Assignments
	15%
	Throughout semester;

Unannounced

	Group Reports and 

Participation in Simulation
	15%
	Nov. 6-13  (group and individual components of score)


Additional Information:

1. This handout includes only the basic course information. More complete (and updated) information is available on the course website, including statements of policy on missed assignments, cheating, and plagiarism. See http://www.polsci.indiana.edu/mcginnis/y311/ or access via On Course.

2. Any changes in assignments will be announced in class and posted on the websites. 

3. Graduate students must complete additional assignments. See the instructor for details.
Schedule of Topics and Assignments (subject to revisions or re-negotiation)

Aug. 28, 30: Introduction to Course; Reviewing the Lessons of Vietnam 


("The Viet Nam War: An Overview," Vassar College website)

Sept. 4: Overview of U.S. Interventions (“A Chronology of U.S. Military Interventions,” "Central Foreign Policy Principles")

Sept. 6: Balancing Strategic, Political, and Moral Concerns ("American Interests, American Values, and War in the Balkans," "The Partiality of Humanitarian Assistance: Kosovo in Comparative Perspective," "Pat Buchanan on Kosovo")

Sept. 11, 13: A Framework for evaluating foreign interventions (Weiss, ch 1-2)

Sept. 18, 20: Iraq (Weiss, chap. 3; "Reasons for the Gulf War: The Iraqi Perspective"; 

"Impact of Sanctions on the People of Iraq")

Sept. 25: EXAM 1 

Sept. 27: Somalia  (start Bowden book; Ambush in Mogadishu video and website)

Oct. 2, 4 Somalia (finish Bowden book; Weiss, chap. 4)

Oct. 9, 11 Bosnia (Weiss, chap. 5)

Oct. 16, 18 Rwanda (Weiss, chap. 6; The Triumph of Evil video and website)

Oct. 23, 25 Comparing Cases (Weiss, pp. 193-200)

Oct. 30 EXAM 2 

Nov. 1: Overview of current conflicts (E104 group reports available Friday)

Nov 6-10 SIMULATION WEEK (No regular class meetings)

Nov. 13 Evaluation of Simulation Results (summary to be posted)

Nov. 15 Indexing and Media Coverage (Mermin, chapters 1-2; "A Radical 

Critique of the New Humanitarian Interventionism: The Views of Noam Chomsky")


Nov. 20 Cases of Media Coverage (Mermin, chapters 3-4)

[Thanksgiving Break]

Nov. 27, 29 Evaluating the Media’s Role (Mermin, chapters 5-6)


Take-Home Final Essay question distributed

Dec. 4, 6 Evaluating U.S. Interventions: Strategy and Results (Weiss, pp. 200-219; "Serving the People," others TBA); Take-home final essay due Friday Noon




No Meeting Finals Week

