
POLITICAL SCIENCE Y311


DEMOCRACY AND NATIONAL SECURITY

Professor Michael McGinnis

Fall Semester 1999


Basic Information
Meets MW 2:30-3:45 PM, 120 Woodburn Hall, Section 3557

Instructor: Professor Michael McGinnis, 366 Woodburn Hall

Office Hours:
Mon. 10:05-10:45 AM

Wed. 10:05-11:30 AM and 1:00-2:00 PM

and by appointment

Phone 855-8784, e-mail: mcginnis@indiana.edu

Associate Instructor: TBA

Course Description 
This course explores tensions between “democracy” and “national security” as expressed in past and ongoing examples of U.S. intervention in foreign conflicts. We will cover the Vietnam Wars of 1945-75, the Gulf War of 1990-91, and recent humanitarian interventions in Bosnia, Somalia, Haiti, and Kosovo. Students will learn why it is so difficult to pursue an effective national security while remaining faithful to basic principles of democracy. Students should take from this course a better understanding of the meaning of these multi-faceted terms and the tensions between them. As citizens of a democratic republic located in a still dangerous world, students will face these dilemmas throughout their lives. 


Assignments and Grading
Grading Distribution. Student grades will be based on the following components:

In-Class Exercises/Class Participation  
--------

10%

1st Short Essay Assignment 

Sept. 15
10%

Midterm Examination


Oct. 13

20%

Pre-Simulation Group Report 

Nov. 3

10%

Post-Simulation Group Report 

Nov. 8-12
10%

2nd Short Essay Assignment

Dec. 1

10%

Final Examination


Dec. 13
30%

Joint Y311-E104 Simulation Exercise
During the week of November 8-12, groups of students will evaluate the costs and benefits of a proposal for U.S. intervention in an ongoing conflict that will be presented to them by members of my E104 COAS TOPICS course “Coping With War.” This simulation should take approximately two hours for students in Y311, which may be split up into two one-hour periods. Sessions will be scheduled throughout the week, in place of the regular class meetings. Students are asked to be as flexible as possible in arranging their schedules for this exercise.

Each group will prepare short reports before and after this exercise. The grade for the group report on the simulation exercise will be applied to all members of that group, with the following modification. Each student will be given an opportunity to evaluate the relative contribution of all members of his or her group. If these scores consistently indicate that one or more members of that group did less than their fair share, the slacker’s individual grade will be lowered accordingly. 

Exams 
Both exams will be taken in a closed-book, no notes, setting. Each exam will consist primarily of short identification and essay questions. The final exam will be comprehensive, although with emphasis placed on material covered since the midterm. Study guides will be distributed about a week in advance of each exam. 

Short Essay Assignments 

At two points in the semester, students will be asked to write a short, focused answer to a series of questions relating the concepts discussed in class to specific examples of events covered in the assigned readings. Since these essays will be graded in much the same way as the essay questions on the midterm and final examinations, these assignments will give students a better sense of the instructors’ expectations for exams. These essays will also serve as the basis for extended discussions in class, as students compare answers. Finally, they give students practice at an important skill in most jobs, namely, being able to prepare a memo on some specific task. 

In-class Exercises. 
There will be several short in-class exercises that will not be announced in advance. These exercises help monitor whether students are focusing on the most important points covered in lectures and class discussions. They also encourage students to develop (or maintain) the habit of regular attendance. These exercises will be marked on a simple scale of not completed (0 points), completed (1), and excellent (2). After dropping two of the student’s lowest scores, an overall average will be calculated and used to determine this proportion of the overall course grade.

Assigned Readings. Four texts should be available at local bookstores.

Kessler, Ronald. Inside the CIA, New York: Pocket Books, 1992. 

Levy, David W. 1995. The Debate Over Vietnam, 2nd edition, Johns Hopkins Univ. Press. 

Strobel, Warren P. 1997.  Late-Breaking Foreign Policy: The News Media’s Influence on Peace Operations. U.S. Institute of Peace Press.

Woodward, Bob. The Commanders, Pocket Star Books, 1991. 

Copies of assigned readings will be available on reserve in the Political Science Research Collection, 200 Woodburn Hall, and/or the Reserve Room in the Main Library. Links to web-based materials will be provided on the course webpage. A few additional readings will be assigned or distributed in class. 

Student Responsibilities
Students are expected to come to class every day and to complete assignments on time. 

Class discussion is encouraged and questions on relevant current events are welcomed.  

Each student should contribute to their group’s reports. 

Special circumstances may justify late assignments or make-up exams, but students need to obtain permission from the instructor or associate instructor in advance, whenever possible.

Students caught cheating or committing plagiarism (misrepresenting someone else's work as your own) will receive a failing course grade and be subject to additional disciplinary procedures. Don’t do it.


Schedule of Topics and Assignments. 
Note: Changes will be announced in advance and noted on the course webpage.

Week 1. (Aug. 30, Sept 1)   Introduction: What is Democracy? What is National Security?

Why Did the U.S. Intervene in Kosovo?

reading (for Wednesday): J.R. Bullington, “American Interests, American Values, and War in the Balkans,” American Diplomacy, Summer 1999, Vol. IV, no. 3, http://www.unc.edu/depts/diplomat/amdipl_12/bullington_war.html
Week 2. (Sept. 6, 8) The U.S. Security Policy-Making Process: Panama as Prelude

reading: Woodward, The Commanders, Prologue and Part One, pp. 1-173

Week 3. (Sept. 13, 15) Steps Toward the Gulf War

readings: Woodward, Part Two, pp. 177-366, and one-page handout on Iraq’s goals

1st Short Essay Assignment (due Sept. 15): Critique and evaluate the strategic or normative reasons used to explain one of the important decisions discussed in Woodward’s book. 

Week 4. (Sept. 20, 22) The Gulf War and the “Lessons of Vietnam”

readings: Strobel, Late-Breaking Foreign Policy, Chapter 1, pp. 19-56

   Levy, The Debate Over Vietnam, Preface and Chapters 1-2, pp. xiii-xix, 1-45

Week 5. (Sept. 27, 29) Revisiting the Vietnam War: The Cold War Context

readings: Levy, Chapters 3-5, pp. 46-168

Week 6. (Oct. 4, 6)   From Quagmire to Abandonment and Beyond

readings: Levy, Conclusion and Epilogue, pp. 169-193

Week 7. (Oct. 11) Dilemmas of Military Intervention: An Interim Assessment

MIDTERM EXAM Wednesday, Oct. 13 
Week 8. (Oct. 18, 20) Government, Media, and Public Opinion

readings: Strobel,  Late-Breaking Foreign Policy, Introduction and chaps 2-3, pp. 1-17, 57-125

Week 9. (Oct. 25, 27) Humanitarian Intervention in the Post-Cold War Era

readings: Strobel, Chapters 4-6, pp. 127-234

Assignment to groups for simulation

Week 10. (Nov. 1, 3) Preparation for Simulation Exercise

readings: Simulation Materials (E104 Descriptive Summary and Policy Proposal) 

Pre-Simulation Assignment (Due Nov. 3): Group paper laying out likely reactions to a Presidential decision to make this conflict an important issue. How would the news media frame this issue? How would major segments of the public react? What concerns would the military and foreign policy strategists raise regarding the prospects of U.S. intervention in this conflict?

Week 11. (Nov. 8, 10) Joint E104-Y311 Simulation
No regular class meetings, time and place for simulation sessions to be arranged

Post-Simulation Assignment (due end of simulation): Group assessment of costs and benefits of U.S. intervention, on both geostrategic-military and democratic-normative grounds. Would you recommend intervention of the type suggested by the E104 students’ proposal? Why or why not?

Week 12. (Nov. 15, 17) Collateral Damage from Humanitarian Interventions

readings: John Ashworth, “The Media, the Donors, and the Poor: Reflections on the Sudan Emergency in 1998,” http://www.act‑intl.org/news/ashw199.html
“Impact of the 9-Year Sanctions War on the People of Iraq,” http://iraqaction.org/factsheet2.html
Week 13. (Nov. 22) Scandals and Covert Operations 

readings: Kessler, Inside the CIA, Introduction, Part I, pp. xxiii-93

THANKSGIVING BREAK
Week 14. (Nov. 29, Dec. 1) Evaluating the “Intelligence Community”

readings: Kessler, Inside the CIA, Parts II-V, pp. 94-320,

Descriptions of U.S. Intelligence Agencies: http://www.cia.gov/ic/icagen2.htm
2nd Short Essay Assignment (due Dec. 1): evaluate the security and normative implications of one of the major events or operations discussed in Kessler’s book

Week 15. (Dec. 6, 8) Intelligence and Intervention in the Post-Cold War Era

readings: Kessler, Inside the CIA, Epilogue, pp. 321-335.

FINAL EXAM   Monday December 13, 7:15-9:15 PM
