Global Politics of Christian Evangelism

Political Science Y490: Senior Seminar
Section Number 25766, Spring 2007

Class Meets Wed., 12:20-2:15 PM, Woodburn Hall 116

Syllabus http://php.indiana.edu/~mcginnis/spr07y490.doc    (Revised March 21, 2007)

Prof. Michael McGinnis

366 Woodburn Hall

Office hours:  Monday, Wednesday 2:30-4:00 PM and by appointment.

phone 855-8784, mcginnis@indiana.edu
Course Description

The spread of the Christian religion throughout the world generates an unending supply of confrontations with political authorities. Some missionaries have been expelled or punished for illegal forms of proselytism and some locally vibrant churches suffer from government repression. Other controversies are more legal in character, involving restrictions on the activities of particular religious organizations. In addition, religious leaders play essential roles in global campaigns for peace, social justice, and human rights. In this seminar we situate these controversies within the context of theories of religious change, conflict, and global politics.

This seminar satisfies the intensive writing requirement for political science majors. Students will complete a series of related assignments focused on a current or recent controversy involving public officials (outside the U.S.) and a Christian faith-based organization (or coalition of related organizations). Each student will prepare papers that accurately summarize the basic details of the controversy, sympathetically articulate the points of view of actors on all sides, and justify his/her overall evaluation of this issue and its potential for escalation or emulation.

Required readings include Hertzke, Freeing God’s Children: The Unlikely Alliance for Global Human Rights, and Brouwer, Gifford, and Rose (BGR), Exporting the American Gospel: Global Christian Fundamentalism. Copies of each should be available on reserve in the Main Library and the Political Science Research Collection, 200 Woodburn Hall. All additional readings will be available on line, through E-Reserves (http://ereserves.indiana.edu/eres/default.aspx) with password to be announced in class and On Course https://oncourse.iu.edu/portal. 

Regular attendance and full participation in class discussions are essential for this seminar.

Assignments and Grading
The research paper constitutes the core assignment of this seminar. Students should expect to complete a paper of around 20-30 double-spaced pages. Each student will select a particular controversy involving public officials (outside the U.S.) and a Christian faith-based organization (or coalition of related organizations). Each will prepare a paper that accurately summarizes the basic details of the controversy, sympathetically articulates the points of view of actors on all sides, and justifies his/her overall evaluation of this issue and its potential for escalation or emulation. To complete this assignment, each student will have to locate relevant information by searching relevant library data bases and web-based materials. The instructor will be happy to provide suggestions for this process, but each student is responsible for locating and evaluating the material needed to complete this assignment.
Students are strongly encouraged to peruse any edition of Strunk and White, Elements of Style, for timeless advice on how to more effectively express one’s ideas in writing.
In the writing process it is essential to revise one’s initial drafts in response to comments and suggestions. The following sequence of assignments will help structure that process.
1. (Initial problem statement, ungraded: Jan. 24) State the nature of the controversy briefly, in 2-3 double-spaced pages.
2. (Section 1 draft: Feb. 14) Definition of the topic and specification of the particular political controversies involved in this dispute. (4-6 pages)
3. (Section 2 draft: March 7) Explanation of the actions taken by the relevant religious or faith-based organizations, including their own justifications for these actions. (4-6 pages)
4. (Section 3 draft: March 28) Specification of the policy tools used by the relevant local, national, or international political leaders or organizations in response to the controversial actions discussed in earlier sections. Students should sympathetically explain the ways in which the relevant participants justify their actions. (4-6 pages)
5. (April 18) Final paper due, including revised versions of all previous sections and a concluding section on prospects for future escalation or improvement and/or for lessons that could be applied to similar situations. (20-30 pages in total)
6. (May 2) Deadline for revised version of final paper to be re-graded (optional).

On each of these dates, except May 2, students should be prepared to discuss their paper topics in class. Except for Jan. 24, there are no other assigned readings for these sessions.
In these papers students are expected to make use of the analytical tools and concepts covered in class discussions and in other assigned readings. To help students focus on these materials, while still pursing their own individual projects, students will be asked to submit brief (one-page single-spaced) reaction memos for use in class discussions. The class will be divided into four groups (A-D), with each member of a group to submit a memo on the two weeks assigned to that group. For the final week, all students will complete a similar memo. These memos should raise topics or questions that are relevant to our discussions in class. Indeed, each student submitting a memo should plan on explaining his or her comments during class. These memos will be due before each class session, by 5 PM the previous Tuesday (or some other time to be negotiated during class). 
· The final course paper counts 30% of the student’s course grade. It is due April 18. Students will be given an opportunity to revise the paper after it has been graded, with all revisions due by Wednesday of finals week (May 2).

· Three drafts of sections of this paper will be due at regular intervals throughout the seminar (weeks 6, 9, 11), each of which counts 10% towards the course grade (30% in total). An initial draft of the student’s problem definition, due week 3, will not be graded.

· Students will submit three memos on assigned readings, according to a rotation scheme to be negotiated during class. These memos contribute 20% of the total grade, 5% each for the two memos distributed among weeks 2,4,5,8,9,10,12,13 and 10% for the 15th week. 

· The quantity and quality of a student’s participation in class discussions determines the remaining 20% of the course grade. 
Schedule of Readings and Assignments
(Any changes will be announced in class and on On Course https://oncourse.iu.edu/portal.)

Jan 10 
Introduction to Course and to General Patterns of Global Religious Conflict 
Handouts in class: “Summary Figures on World Religions,” “Examples of Faith-Based Diplomatic Incidents” and “Six Channels of Religion’s Effects on Politics” (also available on e-reserves)
Jan 17 
Christianity in the Global South 
[Memo from Group A]
Hertzke, chapter 1

Brouwer, Gifford, and Rose (BGR ), chapters 1-3 and Appendix
Eskridge, Larry. 2006. “Defining Evangelicalism,” Institute for the Study of American Evangelicals (ISAE), Wheaton College. 
Robert, Dana L. 2000. “Shifting Southward: Global Christianity Since 1945,” International Bulletin of Missionary Research, 24 (2), April 2000, pp. 50-58.

Jenkins, Philip. 2004. “After The Next Christendom,” International Bulletin of Missionary Research 28 (1), January 2004, 20-22.
Berger, Julia. 2003. “Religious Non-Governmental Organizations: An Exploratory Analysis,” Voluntas: International Journal of Voluntary and Nonprofit Organizations 14:1, 14-39.

Jan 24 
Missionary Programs and Controversies 

Initial problem statement due (ungraded)
Hertzke, chapter 2

Barnett, Mike. 2005. “Creative Access Platforms: What Are They and Do We Need Them?,” Evangelical Missions Quarterly (EMQ), 41(1), January, 88-96.

Marthoz, Jean-Paul, and Joseph Saunders. 2005. “Religion and the Human Rights Movement,” Human Rights Watch World Report 2005, pp. 40-69.
For background, look at the following websites: 

Human Rights Watch (HRW) on religious freedom: http://hrw.org/doc/?t=religion. 

Pro-missionary sites: http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/features/news/; http://www.christianpersecution.info/, http://www.joshuaproject.net/, http://www.1040window.org/,
Anti-missionary sites: http://www.christianaggression.org/, http://www.crusadewatch.org, http://www.modernmuslima.com/SecretWar.htm. 

Jan 31 
Pentecostalism and Its Complications 
[Memo from Group B]
Brouwer, Gifford, and Rose (BGR), chapters 4-8.
Robbins, Joel. 2004. “The Globalization of Pentecostal and Charismatic Christianity,” Annual Review of Anthropology 33, 117-143.
Jenkins, Philip. 2006. “Believing the Bible in the Global South,” International Bulletin of Missionary Research 30 (2), April 2006, 67-73.
Hayward, Douglas. 1995. ‘Measuring Contextualization in Church and Missions,’ International Journal of Frontier Missions 12:3, 135-138. 

Optional Background Reading: Executive Summary, Spirit and Power: A 10 Country Survey of Pentecostals, The Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life, Oct. 2006. http://pewforum.org/surveys/pentecostal/
Feb 7 

Contrasting Views of Christian Expansion
[Memo from Group C]
Hertzke, chapters 3-8 

Brouwer, Gifford, and Rose (BGR), chapters 9-12.
Feb 14 Draft section 1 due 
Feb 21 
Updates on International Religious Freedom
[Memo from Group D]
Gunn, T. Jeremy. 2000. “A Preliminary Response to Criticisms of the International Religious Freedom Act of 1998,” Brigham Young University Law Review 2000(3), Sept. 2000, 841-865.

Country reports TBA. US State Dept.’s Annual Report on International Religious Freedom, http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2006/. For some countries additional information can be found at the Annual Report of the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom, www.uscirf.gov.
Feb 28  

Policy and Organizational Consequences of Incentive Manipulation
[Memo from Group A]
Whaites, Alan. 1999. “Pursuing Partnership: World Vision and the Ideology of Development – A Case Study,” Development in Practice 9:4, Aug 1999, 410-423
Shapiro, Nina. 2006. “The AIDS Evangelists,” Seattle Weekly Nov. 15, 2006.
Hearn, Jule. 2002. “The Invisible NGO: US Evangelical Missions in Kenya,” Journal of Religion in Africa 32(1), 32-60. [optional]
Chan, Kim-Kwong Chan. 2005. “Religion in China in the Twenty-First Century: Some Scenarios,” Religion, State & Society 33 (2), June 2005, 87-119.

McGinnis, Michael D. 2006. "From Self-Reliant Churches to Self-Governing Communities: Comparing the Indigenisation of Christianity and Democracy in Sub-Saharan Africa," Cambridge Review of International Affairs forthcoming, http://php.indiana.edu/~mcginnis/cria.doc
March 7 Draft section 2 due  [Class Cancelled]
SPRING BREAK

Mar 21 
Prophetic Voice and Partisanship from FBOs
[Memo from Group B]
Gill, Anthony J. 1994. “Rendering unto Caesar? Religious Competition and Catholic Political Strategy in Latin America, 1962-1979,” American Journal of Political Science 38 (2), May 1994, 403-425.

Blanke, Svenja. 2004. “Civic Foreign Policy: Human Rights, Faith-Based Groups and U.S.-Salvadoran Relations in the 1970s,” The Americas 61, 2, (Oct.), 217-244.

Wessels, G. Francois. 1997. “Charismatic Christian Congregations and Social Justice – A South African Perspective,” Missinoalia 25 (3), 360-374. Available on-line at http://www.geocities.com/missionalia/wessels.htm (and on e-reserves)

Cline, Lawrence E. 2003. “Spirits and the Cross: Religiously Based Violent Movements in Uganda,” Small Wars and Insurgencies 14(2):113-130. 
Optional Background Reading: McGinnis, Michael D. 2006. “Narratives of Strategic Interaction,” International Studies Association, Chicago, March 2007.

Mar 28 
Implications for Democratic Politics
[Memo from Group C]
Carter, Stephen L. 1993. The Culture of Disbelief, Chapter 2 (“God as a Hobby”) and selections from Chapter 1, pp. 1-2, 17-22, 23-43, with Notes on pp. 279-285          

Shah, Timothy Samuel. 2004. “The Bible and the Ballot Box: Evangelicals and Democracy in the Global South,” SAIS Review 24 (2), 117-132.

Kalyvas, Stathis N. 1998. “From Pulpit to Party: Party Formation and the Christian Democratic Phenomenon,” Comparative Politics 30 (3), April 1998, 293-312.

Rubenstein, Mary-Jane. 2004. “An Anglican Crisis of Comparison: Intersections of Race, Gender, and Religious Authority, with Particular Reference to the Church of Nigeria,” Journal of the American Academy of Religion 72:2, June 2004, 341-65
Apr 4 Draft of section 3 only due

Apr 11 
Implications of a Prophesized Future
[Memo from Group D]
Weber, Timothy P. 2004. On the Road to Armageddon: How Evangelicals Became Israel’s Best Friend, Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, pp. 9-26, 34-43, 53-66.

Mart, Michelle. 2004. “The ‘Christianization’ of Israel and Jews in 1950s America,” Religion and American Culture 14 (1), 109-146.

Haija, Rammy 2006. “The Armageddon Lobby: Dispensationalist Christian Zionism and the Shaping of US Policy Towards Israel-Palestine,” Holy Land Studies 5, 75-95.
Apr 18 
Implications for the Global Politics of Islam 
[Memos from all students] 
International Crisis Group (ICG). 2005. “Understanding Islamism,” Middle East/North Africa Report 37, March 2, 2005 

Alterman, Jon B., with Shireen Hunter and Ann L. Philips. 2005. “The Idea and Practice of Philanthropy in the Muslim World,” Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) PPC Issue Paper No. 5. 

Maghraoui, Abdeslam M. 2006. “American Foreign Policy and Islamic Renewal,” Special Report 164, July 2006, United States Institute of Peace, Washington, DC. 
Apr 25 Final paper due 
May 2, 5 PM: Deadline for submission of revised version of paper (optional)

Course Rules and Procedures, Michael D. McGinnis 
  Professor, Department of Political Science, College of Arts and Sciences 
Indiana University, Bloomington 
  
This summarizes the policies and procedures in effect for my undergraduate courses at Indiana University. (I apologize for the officious tone, but I have learned that making these things explicit at the outset is a good idea for all.) For information on other applicable rules and policies, students are encouraged to consult the appropriate sources in this department, college, campus, and university. Please speak with me if you have any questions or concerns. 
    

General Contact Information *
· Students are encouraged to check On Course regularly for course announcements. The official course syllabus posted there will be updated to reflect any changes. 
·  All changes to the schedule of assignments will be announced well in advance. No changes to exam dates or due dates of assignments will be made without approval of the class as a whole. 

· My office hours are available for drop-ins or appointments. Appointments are also available at other times in the week. The easiest ways to set up an appointment are (1) see me before or after class, (2) contact me via e-mail (mcginnis@indiana.edu).
During Class 
· Students are expected to come to class every day and to complete assignments on time. Attendance will be taken at irregular intervals, usually at the beginning of the period. Students arriving late may not be counted as present. 
· Class discussion is encouraged and questions are always welcomed. Don't be deterred by concern that you are asking a "stupid question."  If you are confused or uncertain over some point, it is almost always the case that several other students are having the same problems or confusion. If in doubt, just raise your hand. 
· Comments in class must remain respectful of other people's opinions. This requirement applies to the instructor just as much as to any student. Please let me know if you feel any comments in class have been unfair to you or to anyone else. 
· Please try to arrive to class on time. Late arrivals can be very disruptive, especially if they to make their way to the middle of a row to find an open seat. As noted, above, students arriving late may not be counted as present if attendance is taken that day. 

· If you know you are going to have to leave class early, please let me know at the beginning of class and sit near an exit. 

· Please refrain from talking to each other during class. This can be very distracting to other students and especially to the instructor. 
· TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES AND BEEPERS. If you expect to receive an important call during class time, please set your phone to vibrate and sit where you can exit the room without too much disruption. 
Examinations 
· A study guide will be distributed approximately a week before each scheduled exam. Unless otherwise specified, exams will be held in class with no notes allowed. 
· Special circumstances may justify late assignments or make-up exams, but students should get permission from the instructor in advance, whenever possible. 
· Students should notify the instructor of reasons for absences in advance, if possible. Absences for valid reasons (including medical emergencies and observance of religious holidays) will be excused. 
· Religious Holidays. Students are encouraged to honor their own religious tradition by observing official holidays. For details concerning IU polices on religious holidays, please consult http://www.indiana.edu/~deanfac/holidays.html.

· Unless announced otherwise, the final exam will be held at the time scheduled and in the same classroom. The final exam will be comprehensive, covering all material included in this course. Additional information will be provided in class.

Grading Procedures 
· Numerical grades will be assigned for each exam and major assignment. (Quizzes or in-class assignments may be graded as acceptable, not acceptable, or not submitted.) At the end of the semester, an overall score will be calculated according to the weighting scheme specified in the syllabus.  

· Final letter grades will be assigned based on these overall scores. In making these assignments, I use the standard numbering system (A+ 100-98, A 97-93, A- 92-90, B+ 89-88, B 87-83, B- 82-80, etc.) as a basis, but may make adjustments (upwards) as necessary. For example, an overall average of 80 will be awarded at least a grade of B-, but the threshold for that letter grade may be reduced, depending on the distribution of overall scores.  

· I am willing to re-grade any exam or assignment, as long as the student can provide a compelling reason to do so. (Just “needing” a higher grade is not a good enough reason.) Upon re-evaluation, the grade may be revised upwards or downwards or it may remain the same, whichever is appropriate. Also, if there is an associate instructor in the course, the student should discuss the original grade with the appropriate AI before asking me to re-grade it. 
Assignments

· On exams, papers, and other assignments, each student is expected to complete his or her own work. Students caught cheating on exams or committing plagiarism in papers (misrepresenting someone else's work as your own) will receive a failing grade for that assignment and may be subject to additional disciplinary procedures (including failing the course). If you use the words of another, you need to give that author credit by the use of quotation marks and appropriate citations. For additional information, see http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/plagiarism.shtml .
· I am not a stickler for any one citation style. My primary concern is that references be sufficiently clear, unambiguous, and complete to allow a reader to track these sources down with minimal trouble. It also helps if the citations are relatively consistent within any single report. Information on acceptable citation styles is available at http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/apa_style.shtml
· Citations to material found on-line should include the author (or organizational source if no individual author is provided), the organization responsible for maintaining this site or for responsible for this particular information (if discernable), the date the information was posted or last revised (if available), the date the website was accessed, and the complete URL address. More detailed suggestions are provided by the IU Library at http://www.indiana.edu/~libugls/Publications/APA.html. 
· The IU Writing Tutorial Service is an outstanding resource for information and advice concerning writing and editing papers; check their web page at http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/
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