COAS S104: Coping With War

Meets Tuesday, Thursday 11:15 AM-12:30 PM

Location: 006 Woodburn Hall and 513 N. Park: See schedule below and check On Course for announcements.

College of Arts and Sciences, Freshman Seminar, Section 0114, Fall 2004

Professor Michael McGinnis

Political Science, Office Woodburn Hall 366, Office Hours Tues, Thurs., 9:30-10:30 AM and by appointment, 

Phone 855-8784, mcginnis@indiana.edu, http://mypage.iu.edu/~mcginnis/index.html
Course Theme: Throughout the world ordinary people, political leaders, and international diplomats all have to find ways to cope with wars and other violent political conflicts. The international community copes by providing humanitarian aid to victims and by helping combatants settle their dispute. Wars can drag on for years and years, especially when political leaders take advantage of the ongoing disruption to pursue their own personal agendas. Ordinary people are often forced from their homes and must cope as best they can. Ultimately, the key to peace lies in their capable hands.

This course is intended to help students cope with the uncertainty and complexity of contemporary conflicts. The internet provides access to an incredible array of information on world affairs, but many of these sources are biased and it is important for students to learn how to identify such biases and include them in their own evaluation of this information. This course is designed to help students learn how to use this information to understand wars and crises, wherever and whenever they may occur. It is also important for students to supplement web-based material with traditional published sources. Students should improve their ability to understand conflicts from the point of view of participants, while still being able to step back and suggest proposals for conflict resolution.

Course Goals: Students should improve their skills in each of the following areas:

      1. Ability to comprehend and critically evaluate the arguments made by authors in articles on political issues. 

      2. Ability to locate and critically evaluate the quality of information on the internet.

      3. Ability to work together in a group to accomplish a joint project.

      4. Better knowledge of particular conflicts in the Horn of Africa as well as general knowledge of conflicts in general.

Required Texts: Dan Smith. 2003. The Penguin Atlas of War and Peace. New York: Penguin. ISBN 0-14-200294-1

Chester A. Crocker, Fen Osler Hampson, and Pamela Aall, eds. 2001. Turbulent Peace: The Challenges of Managing International Conflict. Washington, DC: United States Institute of Peace Press. ISBN 1-929223-27-7  [JZ 5595 .T87 2001]

A third textbook is Julia Aker Duany, Making Peace & Nurturing Life: A Memoir of an African Woman about a Journey of Struggle and Hope, 1st Books, ISBN 1410762823. Copies of this book will be available for purchase in class. This book is also available (at a lower charge) as an e-book, at http://www.1stbooks.com/. 

Reserve Readings:  Copies of all readings will be available on reserve in the Political Science Research Collection, 200 Woodburn Hall; The Main Library Reserve Room will only have a copy of the Turbulent Peace volume. Any additional readings will be distributed in class or made available on reserve in the Political Science Research Collection, 200 Woodburn Hall. Most of these additional readings should also be available on line, through On Course (http://oncourse.iu.edu).

Assignments and Grading: Student grades will be based on two exams, a short paper assignment, several group projects, and class participation. The midterm exam will be worth 20% of the overall grade, the final exam 30%. (The final exam will be comprehensive.) The paper assignment, 10% of the grade, will require students to summarize and evaluate an assigned reading. Overall the group projects count 20%. (Base grades will be assigned to all members of a group, with adjustments to take account of each member’s relative participation, as indicated by student and instructor evaluations.) The remaining 20% of the grade will be based on the student’s overall record of participation in classroom discussions and other in-class activities. There will be several unannounced in-class activities, and attendance will be taken daily. 

	What You Need to Do to Do Well in This Course:

1. Come to class every day and take notes during class.

2. Complete reading and other assignments before you come to class.

3. Study for tests.




Group Projects: Each student will be assigned to a conflict area group: Ethiopia (4 students), Eritrea (3 students), Northern Sudan (3 students), Southern Sudan (3 students), Somalia (4 students), and Uganda (3 students). Each group will be responsible for four short reports, mostly consisting of location and evaluation of web sites. More detailed information will be distributed later.

Outline of Course Topics. We will focus on the ways in which six different groups of individuals and organizations cope with war. In sequence, these groups are (1) Combatants, (2) Civilians, (3) Humanitarian aid organizations, (4) Diplomats, (5) Peacekeepers, and (6) development, human rights, and other organizations involved in post-conflict reconstruction and reconciliation.  

Class Procedures: This handout is a summary version of the course syllabus; the complete version will be maintained OnCourse (login at http://oncourse.iu.edu). Details are posted at http://php.indiana.edu/~mcginnis/my_policies.htm. Here are the highlights:

· Students are expected to come to class every day and to complete assignments on time. Attendance will be taken daily, usually at the beginning of the period. Students arriving late may not be counted as present. 

· Reading assignments should be completed before coming to class on the day for which they are assigned. Come prepared to discuss these readings in class.

· Students are encouraged to get into the habit of bring the Atlas of War and Peace to class every day, since we will be referring to it often. The  volume need not be brought to class, but students are encouraged to bring extensive notes on the arguments made in the assigned readings

· Students are encouraged to check On Course regularly for course announcements. The official course syllabus posted there will be updated to reflect any changes. All changes to the schedule of assignments will be announced well in advance. No changes to exam dates or due dates of assignments will be made without approval of the class.

· Class discussion is encouraged and questions are always welcomed. Don't be deterred by concern that you are asking a "stupid question."  If you are confused or uncertain over some point, it is almost always the case that several other students are having the same problems or confusion. If in doubt, just raise your hand. 

· Comments in class must remain respectful of other people's opinions. Be assured that this requirement applies to the instructor just as much as to any student. Please let me know if you feel any comments in class have been unfair to you or to anyone else. 

· A study guide will be distributed approximately a week before each scheduled exam. Exams will be held in class with no notes allowed.

· On exams, papers, and other assignments, each student is expected to complete his or her own work. Students caught cheating or committing plagiarism (misrepresenting someone else's work as your own) will receive a failing grade for that assignment and may be subject to additional disciplinary procedures (including failing the course). For additional information, see http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/wts/plagiarism.html .

· Each report must include citations to materials used in developing that report. I do not require that students follow any specific citation style. My only concern is that references be sufficiently clear, unambiguous, and complete to allow a reader to track these sources down with minimal trouble. It elps if the citations are consistent within any single report. 

· Citations to material found on-line should include the author (or organizational source if no individual author is provided), the organization responsible for maintaining this site or for responsible for this particular information (if discernable), the date the information was posted or last revised (if available), the date the website was accessed, and the complete URL address. Please see me if you have any questions concerning how works should be cited or referenced.

Schedule of Class Topics and Assignments: Subject to change; changes announced in class and posted on On Course
	Date/ Room
	Topics
	Exercises
	Reading Assignments

	Week 1
	
	
	

	Sept. 2

WH 006
	Introduction to Seminar
	Discuss syllabus
	

	Sept. 4

WH 006
	COMBATANTS
	In-Class: What causes (if any) would you be willing to fight and die for?
	Introduction, Turbulent Peace, pp. xv-xxix.

Be sure to bring Atlas of War and Peace to class.



	Week 2
	
	
	

	Sept. 9

H 006
	Overview of Contemporary Conflicts
	In-Class Atlas Exercise
	Be sure to bring Atlas of War and Peace to class.

1: Jack Levy, "Theories of Interstate and Intrastate War: A Levels-of-Analysis Approach," Turbulent Peace, pp. 3-27.

13: Michael Brown, "Ethnic and Internal Conflicts: Causes and Implications," Turbulent Peace, pp. 209-226.



	Sept. 11

513 N. Park
	Introduction to Web Resources: Relief Web and Related Materials
	Demonstration of Relief Web;

Student Groups Will Be Formed
	Look at http://www.reliefweb.int/w/rwb.nsf


	Week 3
	
	
	

	Sept. 16

WH 006
	Overview of Types of Contemporary Conflicts (continued)
	
	Atlas of War and Peace, chapter 1, numbers 1-4

11: Ted Robert Gurr, "Minorities and Nationalists: Managing Ethnopolitical Conflict," Turbulent Peace,  pp. 163-188.

10: Paul Collier, "Economic Causes of Civil Conflict and Their Implications for Policy," Turbulent Peace, pp. 143-162.



	Sept. 18

513 N. Park
	Discuss Group Papers
	First Lab Assignment

(Evaluate Pro- and Anti- Rebel Group Websites)
	Atlas of War and Peace, number 38 (Sudan)

Berkeley, Bill, "The Longest War in the World," New York Times Magazine, Nov. 1997.  



	Week 4
	
	
	

	Sept. 23

513 N. Park
	CIVILIANS

Guest Lecturer:  Julia Duany
	Assignment: Come to class with a question to ask Dr. Duany
	Julia Aker Duany, Making Peace & Nurturing Life 



	Sept. 25

513 N. Park
	Guest Lecturer:  Julia Duany
	Assignment: At end of period, write a few sentences on what you most learned from this week or what most surprised you.
	

	Week 5
	
	
	

	Sept. 30

WH 006
	HUMANITARIAN AID 

Roles of HAOs
	
	Atlas of War and Peace, chapter 3, numbers 13-17

23: Pamela Aall, "What Do NGOs Bring to Peacemaking?," Turbulent Peace,  pp. 365-383.

37: Mary Anderson, "Humanitarian NGOs in Conflict Intervention," Turbulent Peace,  pp. 637-648.



	Oct. 2

513 N. Park
	Discuss Group Papers
	2nd Group Project: summarize activities of specific NGOs in your areas
	

	Week 6
	
	
	

	Oct. 7

WH 006
	Complications from Crime and the News Media
	Chapter Evaluation Paper Assignment Due; 

Study Guide for Midterm Distributed
	Read ONE of these for paper assignment:

7: Phil Williams, "Transnational Criminal Enterprises, Conflict, and Instability," Turbulent Peace, pp. 97-112.

40. Warren Strobel, "Information and Conflict," pp. 677-693.



	Oct. 9

513 N. Park
	Why Emotions are Intense and Impartiality May Be Impossible
	
	12: Janice Stein, "Image, Identity, and the Resolution of Violent Conflict," Turbulent Peace,  pp. 189-208.

18: Richard Betts, "The Delusion of Impartial Intervention," Turbulent Peace, pp. 285-294. 



	Week 7
	
	
	

	Oct. 14

WH 006


	
	Midterm Exam


	

	Oct. 16

513 N. Park
	Overview of Conflicts in Horn of Africa
	
	Atlas of War and Peace, chapter 7, numbers 33-39

Michael McGinnis, chapters from draft manuscript, Organizing for Rebellion and for Peace in the Horn of Africa: An Institutional Analysis of a Regional Conflict System



	Week 8
	
	
	

	Oct. 21

WH 006
	DIPLOMACY

Negotiations and Mediation
	
	29: Harold Saunders, "Prenegotiation and Circum-negotiation: Arenas of the Multilevel Peace Process," Turbulent Peace, pp. 483-496.

26: Saadia Touval and I. William Zartman, "International Mediation in the Post-Cold War Era," Turbulent Peace, pp. 427-443.



	Oct. 23

513 N. Park
	Models of Bargaining
	
	27: P. Terrence Hopmann, "Bargaining and Problem Solving: Two Perspectives on International Negotiation," pp. 445-468.



	Week 9
	
	
	

	Oct. 28

WH 006
	Non-Violent Coercive Measures
	
	35: William Schabas, "International Law and Response to Conflict," Turbulent Peace, pp. 603-618.

21: Chantal de Jonge Oudraat, "UN Sanction Regimes and Violent Conflict," Turbulent Peace, pp. 323-351.



	Oct. 30

513 N. Park


	Discuss Group Papers
	3rd Group Project: 

on latest developments in peace processes


	

	Week 10
	
	
	

	Nov. 4

WH 006
	PEACEKEEPING 

Overview of Peace Operations
	
	Atlas of War and Peace, chapter 9, numbers 42-44.

32: Michael Doyle, "War Making and Peace Making: The United Nations' Post-Cold War Record," Turbulent Peace, pp. 529-560.



	Nov. 6

513 N. Park


	Debating U.S. Options for Intervention
	
	19: Richard Haass, "Using Force: Lessons and Choices for U.S. Policy," Turbulent Peace, pp.295-307.

24: Fen Osler Hampson, "Parent, Midwife or Accidental Executioner? The Role of Third Parties in Ending Violent Conflict," Turbulent Peace, pp. 387-406.



	Week 11
	
	
	

	Nov. 11

WH 006
	Remembering The Broader Picture of U.S. Policy Goals


	
	22. Joseph Nye, "Soft Power and Conflict Management in the Information Age," Turbulent Peace, pp. 353-363.



	Nov. 13

513 N. Park


	POST-CONFLICT RECONCILIATION

Democratization


	
	42: Nicole Ball, "The Challenge of Rebuilding War-Torn Societies," Turbulent Peace, pp. 719-736.



	Week 12
	
	
	

	Nov. 18

WH 006
	Comparing Cases of Peace Implementation
	
	43: Stephen John Stedman, "International Implementation of Peace Agreements in Civil Wars: Findings from a Study of Sixteen Cases," Turbulent Peace, pp. 737-754.

46: Timothy Sisk, "Democratization and Peacebuilding: Perils and Promises," Turbulent Peace, pp. 785-800. 



	Nov. 20

513 N. Park
	Discuss Group Papers
	4th Group Report: Identify and Evaluate Reconciliation and Reform Efforts


	

	Week 13
	
	
	

	Nov. 25

WH 006
	Video Presentation: The Triumph of Evil
	
	Background material is posted on The Triumph of Evil website (http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/evil/)



	Nov. 27
	Thanksgiving Break
	No Class
	

	Week 14
	
	
	

	Dec. 2

WH 006
	Civil Society and Religious Organizations
	
	49: John Paul Lederach, "Civil Society and Reconciliation," Turbulent Peace, pp. 841-854.

48: R. Scott Appleby, "Religion as an Agent of Conflict Transformation and Peacebuilding," Turbulent Peace, pp. 821-840.



	Dec. 4

513 N. Park
	What Kind of Democracy? What Kind of State?
	Revised Version of 4th Group Project Can be Submitted   

 (if necessary)
	44: Pauline Baker, "Conflict Resolution versus Democratic Governance: Divergent Paths to Peace?," Turbulent Peace,  pp. 753-764.

41: Roy Licklider, "Obstacles to Peace Settlements," pp. 697-718.



	Week 15
	
	
	

	Dec. 9

WH 006
	Political and Economic Development 


	Distribute study guide for final exam
	Review Collier (chap. 10 of Turbulent Peace, pp. 147-162)

47. Neil Kritz, "The Rule of Law in the Postconflict Phase: Building a Stable Peace," Turbulent Peace, pp. 801-820



	Dec. 11

513 N. Park
	Review of course materials
	
	Read ONE of the following in preparation for Final Exam:

15: Bruce Jentleson, "Preventive Statecraft: A Realist Strategy for the Post-Cold War Era," Turbulent Peace, pp. 249-264.

16: Edward Luttwak, "The Curse of Inconclusive Intervention," Turbulent Peace, pp. 265-272.



	Finals Week
	
	
	

	Tuesday, Dec. 16, WH 006
	Final Exam: 8-10 AM
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