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Course Goals: Political Science Y204 introduces students to important dilemmas of politics and collective action in particular empirical contexts. This section focuses on two inter-related problems:

First, how can rebel leaders mount an effective program of revolution, guerrilla war, or terrorism?

Second, what can external actors do to convince these rebels to negotiate for peace? 

Each of these problems is amenable to analysis from a variety of theoretical perspectives; this course will focus on the perspective of rational choice theories of collective action. Students should emerge from this course with (1) a better appreciation of just how difficult each of these problems is to solve, (2) an ability to apply general concepts of collective action theory (and related approaches) to similar situations that will arise in the future, and (3) some detailed knowledge of a few particular conflict situations. 

Group Projects: Students will complete a group project in which they apply these general concepts to some contemporary conflict. Each three or four person group will submit reports on (1) the strategies employed by rebel leaders and their major sources of supplies, and (2) their response to efforts to arrange a peaceful settlement. Students will be expected to be able to explain their reports during class discussions, but there will not be any regularly scheduled presentations of these reports. 

Textbooks and Reading Assignments: Three required paperback textbooks have been ordered: Daniel Byman, Keeping the Peace: Lasting Solutions to Ethnic Conflicts, Daniel Byman, et al., Trends in Outside Support for Insurgent Movements, and Nazih Richani, Systems of Violence: The Political Economy of War and Peace in Colombia. Other readings will be available on reserve in the Main Library and the Political Science Research Collection, 200 Woodburn Hall. Most of these additional readings should also be available on line, through On Course. 

Assignments and Grading: Students are expected to come to class every day and to have completed reading (and other) assignments before the start of class. Student grades will be based on three exams, two group projects, and overall participation in class. The first exam will be worth 15% of the overall grade, exam 2 20%, and exam 30%. (There will not be an exam during finals week.) Overall the group project counts 25%. The first group report is worth 15% and the second one 10%. (Base grades will be assigned to all members of a group, with adjustments to take account of each member’s relative participation, as indicated by student and instructor evaluations.) The remaining 10% of the grade will be based on the student’s overall record of participation in classroom discussions and other activities. There will be several unannounced in-class activities, and attendance will be taken at irregular intervals. 
Class Procedures: This handout is a summary version of the course syllabus; the complete version will be maintained via On Course (login at https://oncourse.iu.edu). Additional readings and changes to the schedule will be announced in class and posted. No changes in exam dates or due dates for reports will be made without approval of the class. Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated (see http://php.indiana.edu/~mcginnis/my_policies.htm). Each report must include citations to materials used in developing that report (details will be distributed later).
Schedule of Course Assignments and Topics

Subject to Change – Check On Course for Updates

	Week
	Date
	Topics and Assignments

	1
	Jan. 14
	Introduction to Course 

      Links to Information on Major Rebel Organizations [direct link]

	
	Jan. 16
	International Terrorism: An Initial Look 

	2
	Jan. 21
	Classic Strategy of Guerilla War and Its Alternatives

      Readings, Singh and Mei “Guerrilla War in Practice” [direct link]

	
	Jan. 23
	

	3
	Jan. 28
	Problems Involved in Organizing Rebellion

      Readings, Byman, et al., Trends in Outside Support, Appendix A

      Readings: Lichbach, The Rebel’s Dilemma, Preface, Chapters 1-2 

                                     [log onto IU Library Electronic Reserve System]

	
	Jan. 30
	      Readings: Weinstein,  “The Structure of Rebel Organizations”[direct link]

	4
	Feb. 4
	

	
	Feb. 6
	Review and Synthesis

Selection of Group Projects Due

	5
	Feb. 11
	Exam 1

	
	Feb. 13
	Sources of Outside Support

      Readings: Byman, et al., Trends in Outside Support, chaps 1-2

	6
	Feb. 18
	      Readings: Byman, et al., chaps 3-7 and Appendix B

	
	Feb. 20
	Case Study: Colombia

      Readings: Richani, Systems of Violence, chap 1

	7
	Feb. 25
	      Readings: Richani, chaps 2-4

	
	Feb. 27
	      Readings: Richani, chaps 5-7

	8
	Mar. 4
	

	
	Mar. 6
	1st Group Project Report Due

	9
	Mar. 11
	Discussion of Group Project Reports

	
	Mar. 13
	Exam 2

	--
	
	SPRING BREAK

	10
	Mar. 25
	Building a Coalition for Peace

      Readings: Byman, Keeping the Peace, chaps 1-2 

	
	Mar. 27
	      Readings: Byman, chaps 3-4

	11
	Apr. 1
	      Readings: Byman, chaps 5-6

	
	Apr. 3
	      Readings: Byman, chaps 7-9

	12
	Apr. 8
	

	
	Apr. 10
	2nd Group Project Report Due

	13
	Apr. 15
	Discussion of 2nd Group Project Reports

	
	Apr. 17
	Compounding of Collective Action Dilemmas

      Readings: TBA

	14
	Apr. 22
	Review and Synthesis

	
	Apr. 24
	Exam 3

	15
	Apr. 29
	International Terrorism Revisited

	
	May 1
	Discussion of Course Results

	Finals
	
	No Meeting Finals Week


