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Topic: Religion, Rationality, and Public Policy
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Course Goals: 


Political Science Y204 introduces students to important dilemmas of politics and collective action in particular empirical contexts. This section focuses on the application of rational choice theory to the study of religious belief, behavior, and organizations, and to the consequences of religion for public policy more generally. 


This course begins by introducing students to "institutional analysis," a multi-disciplinary mode of analysis developed by political scientists, policy analysts, economists, and other social scientists. This approach is controversial because it treats rationality as the core component of human choice in all areas of endeavor. It asserts that tensions between individual self-interest and collective goals can be ameliorated (but never entirely eliminated) through the careful design of institutional mechanisms of social choice, rule-making, monitoring, and dispute resolution. 


We will consider such questions as: What private and public goods are enjoyed by religious believers? Do faith-based organizations have any advantages in providing domestic welfare services or international humanitarian aid? How can religious leaders and organizations be so effective at both justifying political violence and facilitating peacemaking and post-conflict reconciliation? Are religious institutions an essential foundation for democratic governance, or are they a dangerous source of intolerance? Students should not expect to arrive at definitive answers to any of these questions, but they should learn how to appreciate and critique a wide range of perspectives on these important controversies. 


This course is required in the interdepartmental major in political science and economics, but is open to all students. There are no prerequisites.

Textbooks: 

· R. Scott Appleby. 2000. The Ambivalence of the Sacred: Religion, Violence, and Reconciliation, Lanham, Maryland: Rowman & Littlefield.

· Kenneth Bickers and John T. Williams, 2001. Public Policy Analysis: A Political Economy Approach, Boston: Houghton Mifflin.

· Rodney Stark and Roger Finke. 2000. Acts of Faith: Explaining the Human Side of Religion, Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press.

Copies of each should be available on reserve in the Kent Cooper Room of the Main Library and in the Political Science Research Collection, 200 Woodburn Hall. All additional readings will be available on line, through On Course or E-Reserves. One paper copy of each reading will be placed on reserve in 200 Woodburn Hall.
Assignments and Grading: 


Students are expected to come to class every day and to have completed reading (and other) assignments before the start of class. There will be several unannounced in-class activities, and attendance will be taken at irregular intervals. Class participation will account for 10% of each student's final grade. 


The remainder of a student's grades will be based on three exams and three short paper assignments. Exams will be held in-class, no notes allowed. The first two exams each count towards 20% of the course grade. They are scheduled for Feb. 17 and March 29. The final exam will be comprehensive, but will emphasize material covered since the second exam. The final counts 25% and is scheduled for Thursday, May 5, at 8-10 AM.  


The three papers are weighted 5, 10, and 10% of the grade. 

· Paper 1 (due Feb. 1): In an essay of 2-3 pages (double-spaced) students will first discuss whatever they have found most surprising thus far in our analysis of religion, especially regarding the use of rational choice theory to highlight certain aspects of religion and its effects on public policy. Second, students should summarize those aspects of religion that seem most difficult to capture within the framework of rational choice theory.

· Paper 2 (due March 8): For an essay of 4-6 pages, students will select an organization active in the delivery of services in the international realm (humanitarian aid, development assistance, peace-making, etc.) that has some explicit connection to a church, denomination or other religious organization. (Eligibility requirements will be clarified in class.) Based on their research into this organization, students will discuss how this organization balances its religious commitments with its relationships with national governments, international agencies, and private donors. How has this relationship changed over time? 
· Paper 3 (due April 26, or earlier for those who wish to celebrate Free Week): In an essay of some 4-6 (double-spaced) pages, students will evaluate an article or a few book reviews (selected from a list to be distributed in class). After summarizing the authors’ specific critiques of the rational choice approach to the study of religion, students will then evaluate the extent to which these criticisms remain valid, in light of the material covered in this course.

Any changes to these assignments will be negotiated with the class.

Class Procedures: 


This handout is a summary version of the course syllabus; the complete version will be maintained via On Course (login at https://oncourse.iu.edu). Additional readings and changes to the schedule will be announced in class and posted. No changes in exam dates or due dates for papers will be made without approval of the class. Neither cheating nor plagiarism will be tolerated. Late papers and make-up exams will be allowed only under exceptional circumstances (see http://php.indiana.edu/~mcginnis/my_policies.htm). 
Schedule of Topics and Reading Assignments

Part 1. An Introduction to Public Policy Regarding Religion
   Jan. 11, 13: Introduction to Course

Appleby, Introduction

Bickers and Williams, Chapter 1

Iannaccone, Laurence R. 2003. “The Market for Martyrs,” paper presented at the 2004 Meetings of the American Economic Association, San Diego. 

   Jan. 18, 20 Religion and Democratic Governance: An Initial Look
Bickers-Williams, chapters 2-5
Coleman, John A. 2001. “Public Religion and Religion in Public,” Wake Forest Law Review, 36, 279-304. 
   Jan. 20, 27 Religious Goods (Public, Private, and Other)
Bickers-Williams, chapters 6 -7

Smith, Adam. 1776. Selections from The Wealth of Nations .
Iannaccone, Laurence R. 1994. “Why Strict Churches are Strong,” American Journal of Sociology, 99 (5), 1180-1211. 

   Feb. 1, 3 Cross-Sector Partnerships in Public Policy
   Paper 1 due Feb. 1

Bickers-Williams, chapters 8-10.

Weisbrod, Burton A. 1997. “The Future of the Nonprofit Sector: Its Entwining with Private Enterprise and Government,” Journal of Policy Analysis and Management 16 (4), 541-555.  

Jeavons, Thomas H. 2003. “The Vitality and Independence of Religious Organizations,” Society, January/February 2003, pp. 27-36. 
   Feb. 8, 10, 15 Policy Analysis: Some Preliminary Considerations
Bickers-Williams, chapters 11-13

Chaves, Mark. 2001. “Six Myths About Faith-Based Initiatives,” The Christian Century September 12-19, 2001, pp. 20-23. 

Ebaugh, Helen Rose, Paula F. Pipes, Janet Saltzman Chafetz, and Martha Daniels, 2003. “Where’s the Religion? Distinguishing Faith-Based from Secular Social Service Agencies,” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 42 (3), 411-426.
   Feb. 17: Exam 1

Part 2. Religion, Political Conflict, and International Faith-Based Organizations
   Feb. 22, 24: Faith-Based Organized Violence

Appleby, chapters 1-3

Re-read Iannaccone, “The Market for Martyrs”

   March 1, 3: Faith-Based Organized Peacemaking

Appleby, chapters 4-6
Berger, Julia. 2003. “Religious Non-Governmental Organizations: An Exploratory Analysis,” Voluntas: International Journal of Voluntary and Nonprofit Organizations 14:1, 14-39. 
  March 8, 10: Comparison of Faith-Based International Organizations

  Paper 2 due March 10 (Note: Papers may be turned in early!)
Review papers by Coleman, Weisbrod, Jeavons, Chaves, and Ebaugh et al.
Kniss, Fred, and David Todd Campbell. 1997. “The Effect of Religious Orientation on International Relief and Development Organizations,” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 36 (1), 93-103.

Spring Break

   March 22, 24 Faith-Based Governance and Political Transformation

Appleby, chapters 7-8

Robert, Dana L. 2000. “Shifting Southward: Global Christianity Since 1945,” International Bulletin of Missionary Research, April 2000, pp. 50-58. 
   March 29: Exam 2

Part 3. Rational Choice Theory of Religion and Its Implications for Public Policy
   March 31, April 5, 7: Foundations for a Rational Choice Theory of Religion

Starke and Finke, Introduction and Chapters 1-5

   April 12, 14: Implications of Rational Choice for Group Behavior

Starke and Finke, chapters 6-7

Review Iannaccone “Why Strict Churches are Strong” 

Chaves, Mark. 1993. “Denominations as Dual Structures: An Organizational Analysis,” Sociology of Religion 54:2, 147-169. 
   April 19, 21: Religious Policy and Democratic Governance
Starke and Finke, chapters 8-10
Davis, Derek H. 2001. “Separation, Integration, and Accommodation: Religion and State in America in a Nutshell,” Journal of Church and State 43, 5-19. 
Heclo, Hugh. 2003. “The Wall that Never Was,” Wilson Quarterly 27 (1), 68-82. 
   April 26, 28: Rational Choice Theory and Religion: A Concluding Assessment
Paper 3 due April 26 (Note: Papers may be turned in early!)

Select one from a list of critiques (for use in paper 3 assignment)
Review all reading assignments and class notes.

Final Exam May 5, 8-10 AM
Note: Access to most web links will require logging onto the IU system.
