Political Science Y249: Religion, Politics, and Public Policy

Prof. Michael McGinnis

366 Woodburn Hall

855-8784, mcginnis@indiana.edu
Office hours:  Tuesday, Wednesday 1:30-3:00 PM and by appointment.

Class Meets 9:30 - 10:45 AM   Tuesday and Thursday, Woodburn Hall 005
Section Number 25548, Fall 2006
Final Exam Tues Dec 12, 12:30-2:30 PM, regular class room

http://php.indiana.edu/~mcginnis/y249syl.doc
Last Revised August 23, 2006
Course Description

Faith-based organizations of many kinds participate in domestic and international politics, in distinct and often contradictory ways. Since 9/11 public attention has focused on religion’s role in justifying terrorism, but this course highlights its more subtle and substantial long-term effects on U.S. public policy and global politics. Domestically we will examine the array of faith-based organizations involved in worship, public service, and political advocacy. Internationally a similar range of organizations engage in the delivery of humanitarian aid and development assistance, peace-building and advocacy on behalf of human rights for oppressed and marginalized peoples, and missionary work.
We will cover aspects of all major religions, but our primary focus will be upon the effects the Christian religion has on U.S. policy and global politics. Christianity continues to grow world-wide, especially in the Global South, and its political complexion changes as a consequence of this expansion. Christian proselytism and conversion have proven especially controversial in Russia, China, India, and the Islamic world. Students will read reports by the U.S. government and human rights organizations concerning violations of religious liberty in particular countries and prepare a one-page overview of these controversies. This one-page paper will count for 15% of the overall course grade.
There will also be a midterm exam and a final exam, each of which will count towards 30% of the overall course grade. The final exam will be comprehensive (i.e., students will be responsible for all material covered during the entire semester). There will be a few unannounced in-class exercises, which count towards the 10% of the course grade based on class participation. Students are encouraged to ask questions and to participate actively in class discussions. To give students a more tangible incentive to read the assigned materials carefully and on time, students will be asked to submit a “proof of engagement with the readings” in the form of a question inspired by the readings, to be handed in at the beginning of a class session. Students will have four opportunities to submit such questions, beginning with the second week of class. Questions deemed sufficiently serious and detailed to demonstrate active engagement with the readings will be awarded five points, up to a total of 15 percent of the overall course grade. Those questions which reveal only a superficial knowledge of the assigned readings will not count for anything. 

Assignments and Grading
Class Participation (including in-class exercises)
10%
Throughout the semester

Proofs of Engagement with the Readings

15%
Sept. 5, Sept. 21, Oct. 24/31,

Nov. 28 or Dec. 5

One-Page Report on Religious Freedom 

15%
Due Nov. 21
Midterm Examination




30%
Oct. 12

Final Exam 





30%
Dec 12, 12:30-2:30 PM


Each student will be assigned a numerical value for each component and a weighted average computed. At that time, letter grades will be assigned based on the distribution of overall scores. The instructor reserves the right to make minor adjustments, but the foundation will be the scale 100-90 (A), 89-80 (B), 79-70 (C), 69-50 (D), below 50 (F). 

Paper Assignment: Due Thursday Nov. 21 
Additional details will be provided as the due date approaches, but the basic idea of this assignment is that students should read reports by the U.S. government and human rights organizations concerning violations of religious liberty in particular countries and prepare a one-page overview of these controversies. Excellent places to begin are sections of the following reports that are relevant to their chosen country or countries. Students are encouraged to read the relevant sections from reports in successive years so they can identify trends in that country’s policies and/or in the U.S. response to them.

Annual Report on International Religious Freedom. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor, http://www.state.gov/g/drl/irf/
Annual Report of the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom, www.uscirf.gov
Students should also search the web for relevant material. Human Rights Watch (HRW) maintains an excellent list of recent events concerning religious freedom; see http://hrw.org/doc/?t=religion. HRW has a global reputation for objectivity, but students are warned that not all sites they find on the web will be equally reliable or accurate. All information should be critically evaluated and compared and multiple sources consulted.

In writing their paper students should pay particular attention to identifying important aspects of their case which were not adequately covered by the regular course material. They should also be ready to discuss their cases in class, even before the official due date. 

Assignment of country topics will be made around the middle of the semester. After each student selects his/her three most preferred choices from a list provided by the instructor, the instructor will use this information to assign each student to a different country (or a small group of smaller countries). Students may then trade country assignments, as long as all parties agree and they keep the instructor informed of all exchanges. 

Texts and Required Readings
Three required textbooks are available for purchase. 
Ammerman, Nancy Tatom. 2005. Pillars of Faith: American Congregations and Their Partners. Berkeley: University of California Press.

Jenkins, Philip. 2002. The Next Christendom: The Coming of Global Christianity. Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press. 
Hertzke, Allen D. 2004. Freeing God’s Children: The Unlikely Alliance for Global Human Rights. Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield.

Copies of each required textbook should be available on reserve in the Research Collection, Woodburn Hall 200, as well as in the Reserves Room of the Herman Wells Library. Copies of all other readings will be available in electronic format at IU’s e-reserves (http://ereserves.indiana.edu/eres/coursepage.aspx?cid=4666) or other links (which will require students to be logged onto their IU account). Some additional readings may be added during the course of the term.

Potential Complications
Students are advised that the instructor has been assigned to jury duty for the month of September. As a consequence, some class sessions may have to be cancelled, with limited advance notice. Details concerning this issue will be given in class, and students should monitor their messages on OnCourse for last-minute announcements.

For this and other reasons, we may need to make some changes in the schedule of topics and assignments as the semester proceeds. All changes will be announced ahead of time in class and will be posted on OnCourse.

Schedule of Topics and Assignments

(Note: Subject to changes, as announced in class and on OnCourse)
Tues Aug. 29. 
Overview of Class

The course syllabus will be distributed and discussed. 

Students should take note of the assignment for the following Tuesday.

Thurs Aug 31. 
Class Cancelled (so the instructor can attend a professional conference.)

Part One. Religious Organizations and U.S. Public Policy
Tues Sept. 5. 
A Taste of the Controversies Ahead


First Proof of Engagement: At the beginning of class, each student is to submit a single sheet of paper upon which he or she has written a question concerning religion, politics, and public policy that he/she would like to have answered sometime during this course. The following required readings should suggest plenty of potential questions. One piece of advice: even if your question originated in a different form, please make some explicit reference to one of the assigned readings when you state the question.
Davis, Derek H. 2001. “Separation, Integration, and Accommodation: Religion and State in America in a Nutshell,” Journal of Church and State 43, 5-19. http://bert.lib.indiana.edu:2048/login?url=http://search.epnet.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&an=4260940
Chaves, Mark. 2001. “Six Myths about Faith-Based Initiatives,” The Christian Century September 12-19, 2001, pp. 20-23. http://www.religion-online.org/showarticle.asp?title=2106
Mlay, Wilfred. 2004. “Some Myths about Faith-Based Humanitarian Aid,” Humanitarian Exchange July 2004, pp. 48-51. Overseas Development Institute, Humanitarian Practice Network. http://www.odihpn.org/report.asp?ID=2641
Barnett, Mike. 2005. “Creative Access Platforms: What Are They and Do We Need Them?,” Evangelical Missions Quarterly (EMQ), 41(1), January, 88-96. [Available on e-reserves: http://ereserves.indiana.edu/eres/coursepage.aspx?cid=4666]
Stephen L. Carter. 1993. The Culture of Disbelief, Chapter 2 (“God as a Hobby”) and selections from Chapter 1, pp. 1-2, 17-22, 23-43, with Notes on pp. 279-285          [See e-reserves: http://ereserves.indiana.edu/eres/coursepage.aspx?cid=4666]
Thurs Sept. 7 – Tues Sept. 12. 
The Landscape of Religious Organizations in the U.S.

Ammerman, Pillars of Faith, chapters 1-3, pp. 1-68.
Thurs Sept. 14 – Tues Sept. 19. 
An Overview of Faith-Based Organizations in the U.S. 
Ammerman, Pillars of Faith, chapters 4-6, pp. 69-205.
Thurs Sept. 21 – Tues Sept 26 – Tues Sept. 28. 
Evaluating Charitable Choice and the Faith-Based Initiative

Second Proof of Engagement (Question on Readings) Due at Start of Class Thurs., Sept. 21
Farnsely, Arther. 2000. “Ten Good Questions About Faith-Based Partnerships and Welfare Reform.” IUPUI Polis Center. http://www.polis.iupui.edu/RUC/OtherPublications/10GoodQs/10goodQs.htm#
Kennedy, Sheila. 2005. “Should We Have Faith in Faith? What We Know Ten Years After PRWORA,” http://sheilakennedy.net/content/view/806/29/
Kinney, Nancy T. 2006. “Toppling Jefferson’s Wall or Tiptoeing around It? Evaluating the Implementation of Faith-Friendly Welfare Policy,” Administration & Society 38 (1), March, 3-30 [e-reserves: http://ereserves.indiana.edu/eres/coursepage.aspx?cid=4666]
Review Chaves, “Six Myths” (http://www.religion-online.org/showarticle.asp?title=2106)
(Optional Background Reading) Congressional Research Service (CRS) reports, 2005. “Charitable Choice Rules and Faith-Based Organizations,” March 24, 2005. http://wwwa.house.gov/case/newsletters/2005/Faith%20Based%20Community%20Report/Faith%20rules.pdf
Tues Oct. 3 – Thurs. Oct. 5. 
Taking the Faith-Based Initiative Abroad

Kniss, Fred, and David Todd Campbell. 1997. “The Effect of Religious Orientation on International Relief and Development Organizations,” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 36 (1), 93-103. http://bert.lib.indiana.edu:2048/login?url=http://bert.lib.indiana.edu:3033/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=9705104486&site=ehost-live
Thomas, Scott M. 2004. “Faith and Foreign Aid: How the World Bank Got Religion and Why It Matters,” Brandywine Review of Faith & International Affairs 2 (2), Fall 2004, 21-29. http://www.globalengage.org/edu/cfia/tbr_archive/fall04-sthomas.pdf
Review Mlay (http://www.odihpn.org/report.asp?ID=2641) and Barnett (e-reserves)
Tues Oct. 10
Connecting Faith and Policy: An Initial Assessment

Ammerman, Pillars of Faith, chapters 7-8, pp. 206-277.

Review Davis and Carter (e-reserves)
Thursday, Oct. 12. MIDTERM EXAM
Part Two. Global Christianity and Religious Politics in the Contemporary World
Tues Oct. 17 – Thurs Oct. 19 

Overview of the Global Expansion of Christianity 

Robert, Dana L. 2000. “Shifting Southward: Global Christianity Since 1945,” International Bulletin of Missionary Research, 24 (2), April 2000, pp. 50-58. [See e-reserves: http://ereserves.indiana.edu/eres/coursepage.aspx?cid=4666]

Jenkins, Philip. 2002. The Next Christendom (entire book)
Jenkins, Philip. 2004. “After The Next Christendom,” International Bulletin of Missionary Research 28 (1), January 2004, 20-22. [See e-reserves: http://ereserves.indiana.edu/eres/coursepage.aspx?cid=4666]

Tues Oct. 24 – Thurs Oct. 26
Some Implications of the Continued Expansion of Christianity

Third Proof of Engagement (Question on Readings) Due at Start of Class Tuesday (1st chance)
Larbi, Kinglesy. 2002. “African Pentecostalism in the Context of Global Pentecostal Ecumenical Fraternity” PNEUMA: The Journal of the Society for Pentecostal Studies 24 (2), 138-166. [See e-reserves: http://ereserves.indiana.edu/eres/coursepage.aspx?cid=4666]
Shah, Timothy Samuel. 2004. “The Bible and the Ballot Box: Evangelicals and Democracy in the Global South,” SAIS Review 24 (2), 117-132. http://bert.lib.indiana.edu:2187/journals/sais_review/v024/24.2shah.pdf
Tues Oct. 31.

Unraveling Complex Patterns of North-South Influence 

Third Proof of Engagement (Question on Readings) Due at Start of Class Tuesday (2nd chance)
Rubenstein, Mary-Jane. 2004. “An Anglican Crisis of Comparison: Intersections of Race, Gender, and Religious Authority, with Particular Reference to the Church of Nigeria,” Journal of the American Academy of Religion 72 (2), June 2004, 341-365. [See e-reserves: http://ereserves.indiana.edu/eres/coursepage.aspx?cid=4666]
Thurs Nov. 2

Complications Concerning Religious Human Rights 

Marthoz, Jean-Paul, and Joseph Saunders. 2005. “Religion and the Human Rights Movement,” Human Rights Watch World Report 2005, pp. 40-69. http://hrw.org/wr2k5/religion/religion.pdf
Review Mlay (http://www.odihpn.org/report.asp?ID=2641) and Barnett (e-reserves)

Students are encouraged to check out these websites: 
Joshua Project http://www.joshuaproject.net/ 
1040 Window http://www.1040window.org/
ChristianAggression.org http://www.christianaggression.org/
Crusade Watch http://www.crusadewatch.org
Secret War: Protecting Yourself, Your Family, and Your Community from Missionaries http://www.modernmuslima.com/SecretWar.htm
Tues Nov. 7 – Thurs Nov. 9 – Tues Nov. 14 – Thurs Nov. 16 – Tues Nov. 21
Religious Human Rights at the Nexus of Domestic and Global Politics
Hertzke, Freeing God’s Children (entire book)
Students are encouraged to examine the following reports, especially sections concerning the topic for their paper assignment:

Annual Report on International Religious Freedom. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor, http://www.state.gov/g/drl/irf/
Annual Report of the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom, www.uscirf.gov
Human Rights Watch (HRW) page on religious freedom, http://hrw.org/doc/?t=religion.
PAPER DUE Tuesday Nov. 21 (BEFORE Thanksgiving Break)
Thanksgiving Break
Part 3. Assessing the Implications of Material Covered in this Course
Tues Nov 28 – Thurs Nov 30

What about Religion, Politics, and Policy in the Islamic World?
Fourth Proof of Engagement (Question on Readings) Due at Start of Class Tuesday (1st chance)
Voll, John O. 1992. “Conservative and Traditional Brotherhoods,” Annals of the American Association of Political and Social Science, 524, November 1992, 66-78. http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0002-7162%28199211%29524%3C66%3ACATB%3E2.0.CO%3B2-V
Alterman, Jon B., with Shireen Hunter and Ann L. Philips. 2005. “The Idea and Practice of Philanthropy in the Muslim World,” Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) PPC Issue Paper No. 5. http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/the_idea_of_philanthropy_in_the_muslim_world.pdf
(Optional Background Reading) International Crisis Group (ICG). 2005. “Understanding Islamism,” Middle East/North Africa Report 37, March 2, 2005 http://www.crisisgroup.org/library/documents/middle_east___north_africa/egypt_north_africa/37_understanding_islamism.pdf or http://ics.leeds.ac.uk/papers/pmt/exhibits/2325/understanding_islamism.pdf 

Tues Dec 5 – Thurs Dec 7

What Roles for Religion in Democratic Politics?

Fourth Proof of Engagement (Question on Readings) Due at Start of Class Tuesday (2nd chance)
Harden, Blaine. 2005. “The Greening of Evangelicals,” Washington Post, Feb. 6, 2005 http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/A1491-2005Feb5?language=printer
Rossi, Holly L. 2006. “Evangelicals Embrace New Global Priorities,” beliefnet.com http://www.beliefnet.com/story/168/story_16822.html
Marus, Robert. 2006. “Don’t Be Afraid of Evangelicals, Obama Tells Other Progressives,” Associated Baptist Press, June 29, 2006 http://www.abpnews.com/1174.article.print
Campbell, David E. 2006. “Religious ‘Threat’ in Contemporary Presidential Elections,” The Journal of Politics 68 (1), Feb. 2006, 104-115. http://bert.lib.indiana.edu:2128/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1468-2508.2006.00373.x
Review Carter (e-reserves) and Shah, “The Bible and the Ballot Box” http://bert.lib.indiana.edu:2187/journals/sais_review/v024/24.2shah.pdf 
(Optional Background Reading) Green, John. 2005. “How the Faithful Voted: Religious Communities and the Presidential Vote in 2004,” paper presented at “A Matter of Faith? Religion in the 2004 Election,” University of Notre Dame, Dec. 2-3, 2005. [See e-reserves: http://ereserves.indiana.edu/eres/coursepage.aspx?cid=4666]
Final Exam Tues Dec 12, 12:30-2:30 PM, regular class room
Course Rules and Policies 
    

General Contact Information 
· Students are encouraged to check On Course regularly for course announcements. The official course syllabus posted there will be updated to reflect any changes. 
·  All changes to the schedule of assignments will be announced well in advance. No changes to exam dates or due dates of assignments will be made without approval of the class as a whole. 

· My office hours are available for drop-ins or appointments. Appointments are also available at other times in the week. The easiest ways to set up an appointment are (1) see me before or after class, (2) contact me via e-mail (mcginnis@indiana.edu).
During Class 
· Students are expected to come to class every day and to complete assignments on time. Attendance will be taken at irregular intervals, usually at the beginning of the period. Students arriving late may not be counted as present. 
· Class discussion is encouraged and questions are always welcomed. Don't be deterred by concern that you are asking a "stupid question."  If you are confused or uncertain over some point, it is almost always the case that several other students are having the same problems or confusion. If in doubt, just raise your hand. 
· Comments in class must remain respectful of other people's opinions. This requirement applies to the instructor just as much as to any student. Please let me know if you feel any comments in class have been unfair to you or to anyone else. 
· Please try to arrive to class on time. Late arrivals can be very disruptive, especially if they to make their way to the middle of a row to find an open seat. As noted, above, students arriving late may not be counted as present if attendance is taken that day. 

· If you know you are going to have to leave class early, please let me know at the beginning of class and sit near the exit so you can leave with as little disruption as possible. 

· Please refrain from talking to each other during class. This can be very distracting to other students and especially to the instructor. 
· TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES AND BEEPERS. If you expect to receive an important call during class time, please set your phone to vibrate and sit where you can exit the room without too much disruption. 
Examinations 
· A study guide will be distributed approximately a week before each scheduled exam. Unless otherwise specified, exams will be held in class with no notes allowed. 
· Special circumstances may justify late assignments or make-up exams, but students should get permission from the instructor in advance, whenever possible. 
· Students should notify the instructor of reasons for absences in advance, if possible. Absences for valid reasons (including medical emergencies and observance of religious holidays) will be excused. 
· Religious Holidays. Students are encouraged to honor their own religious tradition by observing official holidays. For details concerning IU polices on religious holidays, please consult http://www.indiana.edu/~deanfac/holidays.html.

· Unless announced otherwise, the final exam will be held at the time scheduled and in the same classroom. The final exam will be comprehensive, covering all material included in this course. Additional information will be provided in class.
Grading Procedures 
· Numerical grades will be assigned for each exam and major assignment. (Quizzes or in-class assignments may be graded as acceptable, not acceptable, or not submitted.) At the end of the semester, an overall score will be calculated according to the weighting scheme specified in the syllabus.  

· Final letter grades will be assigned based on these overall scores. In making these assignments, I use the standard numbering system as a basis, but may make adjustments (upwards) as necessary. For example, an overall average of 80 will be awarded at least a grade of B-, but the lower threshold for that letter grade may be reduced, depending on the distribution of overall scores.  Typically, I consider scores below 50% to be a failing grade. 

· I am willing to re-grade any exam or assignment, as long as the student can provide a compelling reason to do so. (Just “needing” a higher grade is not a good enough reason.) Upon re-evaluation, the grade may be revised upwards or downwards or it may remain the same, whichever is appropriate. Also, if there is an associate instructor in the course, the student should discuss the original grade with the appropriate AI before asking me to re-grade it. 
Assignments

· On exams, papers, and other assignments, each student is expected to complete his or her own work. Students caught cheating or committing plagiarism (misrepresenting someone else's work as your own) will receive a failing grade for that assignment and may be subject to additional disciplinary procedures (including failing the course). For additional information, see http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/plagiarism.shtml .
· Information on acceptable citation styles is available at http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/apa_style.shtml My primary concern is that references be sufficiently clear, unambiguous, and complete to allow a reader to track these sources down with minimal trouble. It also helps if the citations are relatively consistent within any single report. 
· Citations to material found on-line should include the author (or organizational source if no individual author is provided), the organization responsible for maintaining this site or for responsible for this particular information (if discernable), the date the information was posted or last revised (if available), the date the website was accessed, and the complete URL address. More detailed suggestions are provided by the IU Library at http://www.indiana.edu/~libugls/Publications/APA.html. Please see me if you have any questions concerning how works should be cited or referenced. 
· The IU Writing Tutorial Service is an outstanding resource for information and advice concerning writing and editing papers; check their webpage at http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/
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