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Course Description
Religion and politics seem to have become more closely intertwined in recent years, both in the U.S. and in the world more generally. This course provides a broader historical and conceptual perspective on these interactions, which are not so much new as they are different in form and now more widely recognized as important. Our focus will be on understanding connections at the level of particular organizations, focusing on what kinds of faith-based organizations (FBOs) tend to get involved in what kinds of politics (public services, political advocacy, partisan activism, proselytism) at the domestic and global levels. 
Students will read two general textbooks and a few reports by the U.S. State Department detailing violations of religious liberty in particular countries, as well as a book explaining the mobilization campaign that led to a Congressional mandate that such reports need to be submitted yearly. Each student will be given the opportunity to “stump the class” by bringing to our attention a puzzling instance of interaction between religion and politics, either in the U.S. or elsewhere. The instructor’s goal is to provide a compelling explanation for each and every one of those puzzles, and especially to provide students with the analytical tools necessary for them to understand whatever interactions between religion and politics will emerge later in their lives.

Students will also write a 5-8 page research paper in which they identify contrasting religious and political positions on a particular controversy and apply relevant course material to explain what happened, and why. There will be two midterm exams and a comprehensive final exam, as well as in-class exercises. 
A few articles will be available in electronic format, but most readings will be taken from the following textbooks:

Hertzke, Allen D. 2004. Freeing God’s Children: The Unlikely Alliance for Global Human Rights, Lanham, Maryland: Rowman & Littlefield. 

Neusner, Jacob, ed. 2003. God’s Rule: The Politics of World Religions. Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press.

Wald, Kenneth D., and Allison Calhoun-Brown. 2007. Religion and Politics in the United States, 5th edition. Lanham, Maryland: Rowman & Littlefield.

Students will also be expected to read (or at least skim) several of the country reports included in the most recent version of the U.S. State Department’s Annual Report on International Religious Freedom, IRFA, http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2007/ . Links to particular country reports are included in the list of topics below.
Except for the textbooks and the State Department IRFA Reports, all assigned readings are available on e-reserves (password: faith) and/or at the URL listed for that reading.

Grading and Student Responsibilities
Student grades will be calculated on the basis of the following weighting scheme:

First exam 15%, Second exam 20%, Final Exam, 25%; Research Paper 25%; Participation 15%. Information about the paper is given below; more details will be distributed later.

Students are strongly encouraged to come to each class session, and to complete the assigned readings BEFORE coming to class. The participation score will be based, in part, on each student’s contribution to in-class assignments and exercises, most of which will NOT be announced in advance. In addition, students are encouraged to submit, via OnCourse, news reports on puzzling instances of relationships between religion and politics. These submissions may be made at any time during the semester. When relevant, the instructor will draw our attention to those stories that seem especially pertinent to the subject of this course. Students who submitted stories will be expected to explain why they considered this topic worth discussion. Those students who submit stories that prove most useful in facilitating productive discussions will receive additional credit towards their participation score (but only if they are in class the day that story is discussed!). 
For each exam or assignment, each student will be assigned a numerical grade. At the end of the semester, a weighted average will be computed and letter grades assigned based on the distribution of overall scores. The instructor reserves the right to make minor adjustments, but the foundation will be the scale 100-90 (A), 89-80 (B), 79-70 (C), 69-50 (D), below 50 (F), with minus/plus grades assigned when appropriate.
Additional details about course policies and procedures are given in the last two pages of this syllabus. Please contact the instructor if you have any questions.
Schedule of Lecture Topics and Reading Assignments
Note: Any changes will be announced in class and via OnCourse.
PART I (Weeks 1-4) A First Look at Religion and Politics
Jan. 8. Introduction to Course

Top Religion Stories of 2007: [Power Point slides available on e-reserves; original sources are http://www.time.com/time/specials/2007/top10/article/0,30583,1686204_1690170_1692386,00.html, http://christiannewswire.com/news/701045151.html, http://www.rna.org/2007top10.php
Jan. 10. What is Religion? What is Politics?

Wald and Calhoun-Brown, Religion and Politics in the U.S., chapter 1, pp. 1-23.

Eskridge, Larry. 2006. “Defining Evangelicalism,” Institute for the Study of American Evangelicals (ISAE), Wheaton College. 

Stephen L. Carter. 1993. The Culture of Disbelief, pp. 1-2, 17-43 (Notes pp. 279-285). 
Jan. 15. Historical Overview

Hertzke, Freeing God’s Children, chapters 1-2, pp. 1-72.

The Spread of Religion: http://mapsofwar.com/images/Religion.swf
“World Religions: Maps and Tables” [power point presentation on e-reserves]
Jan. 17. Processes of Mobilization for Religious Rights

Hertzke, Freeing God’s Children, chapters 3-5, pp. 73-182.
McGinnis, “Examples of Faith-Based Diplomatic Incidents” [paper on e-reserves]

See also the anti-missionary website http://www.modernmuslima.com/SecretWar.htm
Jan. 22. Passing the International Religious Freedom Act of 1998 (IRFA)
Hertzke, Freeing God’s Children, chapters 6-8, pp. 183-347.
Jan. 24. Religious Tension and Organizational Change

Whaites, Alan. 1999. “Pursuing Partnership: World Vision and the Ideology of Development – A Case Study,” Development in Practice 9:4, Aug 1999, 410-423. 
Shapiro, Nina. 2006. “The AIDS Evangelists,” Seattle Weekly Nov. 15, 2006. 
Jan. 29. First Exam
PART II (Weeks 5-9) Global Religions and National Patterns
Jan. 31. Judaism and Contemporary Israel

Neusner, God’s Rule, Introduction, chapter 1, pp. 1-36

IRFA Report on Israel and the Occupied Territories
Feb. 5. Early Christianity and its Contemporary Manifestations
Neusner, God’s Rule, Introduction, chapters 2-4, pp. 37-105.
IRFA Report on Greece
Chaillot, Christine. 2007. “Some Aspects of the Situation of Refugees from the Oriental Orthodox Christian Churches,” Refugee Survey Quarterly 26 (2), 47-56.
Feb. 7. Europe after the Reformation

Neusner, God’s Rule, chapter 5, pp. 107-130.
IFRA Reports on Germany, United Kingdom, Norway
Feb. 12. Contemporary Christianity in the Global South
[Note: Read at least 1 of first 2, and 1 of second 2]

Jenkins, Philip. 2002. “The Next Christianity,” Atlantic October 2002. 
Robert, Dana L. 2000. “Shifting Southward: Global Christianity Since 1945,” International Bulletin of Missionary Research, 24 (2), 50-58. 

Jenkins, Philip. 2006. “Believing the Bible in the Global South,” International Bulletin of Missionary Research 30 (2), April 2006, 67-73. 
Shah, Timothy Samuel. 2004. “The Bible and the Ballot Box: Evangelicals and Democracy in the Global South,” SAIS Review 24 (2), 117-132. 
Feb. 14. Islam and the Islamic World, Part I
Neusner, God’s Rule, chapters 6-7, pp. 131-184.
IRFA Reports on Saudi Arabia, Iran
Feb. 19. Islam and the Islamic World, Part II  
IRFA Reports on Indonesia, Pakistan, Egypt, Turkey
Feb. 21. Hinduism and Contemporary India
Neusner, God’s Rule, chapter 8, pp. 185-211.
IRFA Report on India; see also the website http://www.christianaggression.org/ 
Feb. 26. Buddhism and Contemporary Conflicts  
Neusner, God’s Rule, chapter 10, pp. 233-256.
IRFA Reports on Burma/Myanmar, Sri Lanka
Feb. 28. Confucianism and Contemporary China
Neusner, God’s Rule, chapter 9, pp. 213-232.
IFRA Report on China
March 4. Radical Secularism
Neusner, God’s Rule, Conclusion, pp. 257-260.
IRFA Reports on France, Cuba
March 6. Second Exam
Spring Break

PART III (Weeks 10-13) Religion, Politics, and Policy in the U.S.
March 18. Identifying Religious Families in the United States
Wald and Calhoun-Brown, Religion and Politics in the U.S., chapters 1-2, pp. 1-38.
March 20. A History of Changing Relationships
Wald and Calhoun-Brown, Religion and Politics in the U.S., chapters 3-4, pp. 39-108
March 25. Religion, Public Opinion, and Policy
Wald and Calhoun-Brown, Religion and Politics in the U.S., chapters 5-7, pp. 109-205.
March 27: NO CLASS; students should work on papers

April 1. Mobilizing Religious Interests 
Wald and Calhoun-Brown, Religion and Politics in the U.S., chapters 8-9, pp. 206-282.
April 3. Minorities, Religious and Otherwise
Wald and Calhoun-Brown, Religion and Politics in the U.S., chapters 10-11, pp. 283-347.
Monday, April 7: Papers due by 5 PM (submit to mcginnis@indiana.edu)

April 8. Separation, Accomodation, or Integration?
Wald and Calhoun-Brown, Religion and Politics in the U.S., chapter 12, pp. 348-372.
Davis, Derek H. 2001. “Separation, Integration, and Accommodation: Religion and State in America in a Nutshell,” Journal of Church and State 43, 5-19. 
April 10. Religion and the Delivery of Public Services

Carlson-Thies, Stanley. 2001. “Charitable Choice: Bringing Religion Back into American Welfare,” Journal of Policy History 13 (1), 109-126. 
Coleman, John A., S.J. 2001. “American Catholicism, Catholic Charities U.S.A., and Welfare Reform,” Journal of Policy History 13 (1), 73-108. 
PART IV (Weeks 14-15) Discussion of Student Papers


[Note: These readings are primarily intended as background for student paper topics.]
April 15. Faith-Based Organizations (FBOs) and Domestic Policy

White House Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives. 2006. Guidance to Faith-Based and Community Organizations on Partnering with the Federal Government.  http://www.whitehouse.gov/government/fbci/guidance_document_01-06.pdf 
Welborn, Angie. 2006. “Charitable Choice: Legal and Constitutional Issues,” CRS Report  http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/RL32195_20060127.pdf 

April 17: Other U.S. Topics
Potential discussion topics include the following:

· Presidential and other election campaigns

· Legal cases, at national or local levels

· Teaching of evolution and intelligent design in public schools

· Roles of FBOs in specific policy areas (prison programs, HIV/AIDS, etc.)

· Other cracks in the “wall of separation”
April 22. Faith-Based Organizations (FBOs) and International Development

“Mapping the Role of Faith Communities in Development Policy: The U.S. Case in Comparative Perspective,” Georgetown University Berkley Center for Religion, Peace, and World Affairs, 2007 [e-reserves, or http://repository.berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/Berkley_FBO_backgrounder_final.pdf ]
Alterman, Jon B., with Shireen Hunter and Ann L. Philips. 2005. “The Idea and Practice of Philanthropy in the Muslim World,” Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) PPC Issue Paper No. 5.  http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/the_idea_of_philanthropy_in_the_muslim_world.pdf 
April 24. Other International Topics

Potential discussion topics include the following:

· Proselytism and anti-proselytism laws

· Political reform and repression 

· Particular conflicts 

· Future trends

Final Exam Thursday, May 1, 12:30-2:30 PM 
Paper Assignment, Due Monday, April 7
Note: Additional details will be provided later.

Students of political science quickly learn that there are always two sides (at least!) on every political issue, and that advocates on all sides typically can find valid and convincing arguments to support their position. Students in this class should learn that there are just as many contrasting and equally valid viewpoints on any matter of religious dispute. The possibilities multiply whenever politics and religion are mixed together, which happens quite frequently.
For this assignment, students are to select a particular controversy regarding the interaction of religion and politics. This issue may be primarily domestic or international in scope, and students are encouraged to check with the instructor about the appropriateness of particular topics. Students are to identify four distinct viewpoints/interpretations/positions on that issue, two of which are primarily political in inspiration and two of which are primarily religious. 
The paper should begin with an explanation of each position, in a fair and sympathetic manner, with particular attention given to identifying the basic assumptions underlying each position. 

The next part of the paper should describe whatever pattern of interaction exists between these religious and political positions. For example, is one side of the primarily religious divide closely aligned with one side of the political debate? Or is there less of a direct correspondence between the two controversies, with people sharing the same religious viewpoint adopting different political positions (or vice versa)? Or do the religious and political debates seem to proceed in isolation from each other?
Students should then make use of material drawn from this course to (1) explain why these patterns of interaction have developed and (2) describe and explain overall policy outcomes on that issue. What drew religious and political interests together and/or split them apart? Why was that issue resolved in a particular way? Or, if it has not yet been resolved, then course material should help identify the most likely future patterns of developments on that issue. 
Students are advised that only those papers that draw explicit connections to particularly relevant course material will receive high marks. The types of material that should prove relevant to this assignment should become evident throughout the course of this semester, and students are encouraged to press the instructor to clarify these connections.

This paper should be approximately 5-8 double-spaced typewritten pages in length (with a reasonable font size!). Length is less important than completing all aspects of the requirement: explaining (clearly and fairly) each position, specifying how these positions are related to each other, and using relevant course material to explain these relationships and policy outcomes. 
Students are encouraged to get started on the project as early as possible. About a month before the due date, students will be asked to specify their topics. The following links may be useful to help students identify ideas for this paper. Feel free to contact the instructor (including asking questions during class!) if you are having trouble getting started.
General Issues
· Several organizations provide access to reports and other information on selected aspects of religion, politics, and public policy. Among the most consistently useful sources are:

· Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life http://pewforum.org/
· Berkley Center for Religion, Peace and World Affairs, Georgetown University http://berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/
· The Independent Sector http://www.independentsector.org/
· Religious Newswriters Association http://www.rna.org/library.php
· For general news on religious issues in the United States and the World, a good source from an evangelical Christian viewpoint is the news section of Christianity Today online, http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/features/news/.
· A contrasting perspective, opposed to all forms of mixing religion and politics, is provided by the Americans United for Separation of Church and State http://www.au.org/site/PageServer
· Still another perspective on religious freedom is provided by the Anti-Defamation League, at http://www.adl.org/main_Religious_Freedom/default.htm
· Human Rights Watch (HRW) is primarily concerned about international issues, including violations of religious freedom: http://hrw.org/doc/?t=religion. 

· Annual Report on International Religious Freedom. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor, http://www.state.gov/g/drl/irf/
· Annual Report of the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom, www.uscirf.gov 

· More data than you can possibly use is posted at the Association of Religion Data Archives, http://www.thearda.com/
· A list of faith-based service organizations, with links to their webpages, that I prepared for an earlier course, is included on e-reserves, under Lists of Faith-Based Service Organizations

· If you are having trouble understanding how social scientists think through puzzles or formulate research questions, check out Lave, Charles A., and James G. March. 1975. An Introduction to Models in the Social Sciences, chapters 1-3: 1-84. New York: Harper & Row. [e-reserves]
International Controversies
· For controversies generated by Christian missionaries, see the following:

· Pro-missionary sites: http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/features/news/; http://www.christianpersecution.info/, http://www.joshuaproject.net/, http://www.1040window.org/,

· Anti-missionary sites: http://www.christianaggression.org/, http://www.crusadewatch.org, http://www.modernmuslima.com/SecretWar.htm
· On the contested relationship between religious freedom and other human rights, see
· Marthoz, Jean-Paul, and Joseph Saunders. 2005. “Religion and the Human Rights Movement,” Human Rights Watch World Report 2005, pp. 40-69. [e-reserves] http://hrw.org/wr2k5/religion/religion.pdf  [e-reserves]
· Castelli, Elizabeth. 2005. “Praying for the Persecuted Church: US Christian Activism in the Global Arena,” Journal of Human Rights 4 (3), 321-351. [e-reserves]
· For a balanced report on political Islam, see International Crisis Group (ICG). 2005. “Understanding Islamism,” Middle East/North Africa Report 37, March 2, 2005. http://www.crisisgroup.org/library/documents/middle_east___north_africa/egypt_north_africa/37_understanding_islamism.pdf [also on e-reserves]

· For a recent overview of Pentecostalism and its expression throughout the world, see the Executive Summary, Spirit and Power: A 10 Country Survey of Pentecostals, The Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life, Oct. 2006. http://pewforum.org/surveys/pentecostal/ 
· The HIV/AIDS crisis has particular prominence in religious politics; for an excellent recent overview, see Faith Communities Engage the HIV/AIDS Crisis: Lessons Learned and Paths Forward. Berkley Center for Religion, Peace and World Affairs, Georgetown University http://repository.berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/AIDS_final.pdf
· Some books that are especially relevant to this assignment include

· Appleby, R. Scott. 2000. The Ambivalence of the Sacred: Religion, Violence, and Reconciliation. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield.

· Buss, Doris, and Didi Herman. 2003. Globalizing Family Values: The Christian Right in International Politics. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.

· Smith, Adam, [1776]. An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations, “Of the Expense of the Institutions for the Instruction of People of All Ages,” Volume Two, Book V, Chapter 1, Article 3. Modern Library Edition, pp. 740-66; U. Chicago Press edition, ii, 309-38.  [most relevant sections on e-reserves]
· Useful analyses of the effects of religious affiliation (if any) on international NGOs include

· Berger, Julia. 2003. “Religious Non-Governmental Organizations: An Exploratory Analysis,” Voluntas: International Journal of Voluntary and Nonprofit Organizations 14:1, 14-39. [e-reserves]
· Kniss, Fred, and David Todd Campbell. 1997. “The Effect of Religious Orientation on International Relief and Development Organizations.” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 36(1):93–103. [e-reserves]
· Thomas, Scott M. 2004. “Faith and Foreign Aid: How the World Bank Got Religion, and Why It Matters,” The Brandywine Review of Faith & International Affairs Fall 2004, 21-29. [e-reserves] 
· For a comparative analysis of patterns of church-state relations around the world, see Fox, Jonathan. 2006. “World Separation of Religion and State into the Twenty First Century” Comparative Political Studies, 39 (5), 537-569. [e-reserves]
Domestic U.S. Controversies
· For controversies on religious exemptions to taxes, zoning restrictions or religious earmarks, see a very useful series of reports by The New York Times under the generic title of In God’s Name, posted at http://www.nytimes.com/ref/business/churchstate.html. Of particular interest is their very long (and searchable) list of recent Congressional earmarks to religious organizations, posted at http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/12/us/20070513_LOBBY_GRAPHIC.html?_r=1&oref=slogin
· Survey of public opinion on religion-politics relations in the US: Many Americans Uneasy with Mix of Religion and Politics, Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life, August 24, 2006. http://pewforum.org/publications/surveys/religion-politics-06.pdf
· For restrictions on religious participation in U.S. partisan politics, see Pew Forum. 2004. “Politics and the Pulpit: A Guide to Internal Revenue Code Restrictions on Political Activity of Religious Organizations” http://pewforum.org/publications/reports/politicspulpit.pdf
· Religious Advocates: A Force in US Politics?, 2007 Undergraduate Fellows Report, Berkley Center for Religion, Peace and World Affairs, Georgetown University http://repository.berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/Fellows_07_final.pdf
· Evangelical Environmental Network. “An Evangelical Declaration on the Care of Creation,” http://www.creationcare.org/resources/declaration.php
· For the official Bush administration position on faith-based initiatives, see the White House website http://www.whitehouse.gov/government/fbci/
· For additional information on legal controversies concerning the implementation of faith-based programs, see Faith-Based and Community Initiative: Improvements in Monitoring Grantees and Measuring Performance Could Enhance Accountability, GAO Report GAO-06-616, June 2006. http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d06616.pdf
· Scott, Jason. 2003. “The Scope and Scale of Faith-Based Social Services,” 2nd edition, The Roundtable on Religion and Social Welfare Policy, Rockefeller Institute of Government, Pew Charitable Trusts. http://www.religionandsocialpolicy.org/docs/bibliographies/9-4-2002_scope_and_scale.pdf
· Independent Sector. 2000. America’s Religious Congregations: Measuring their Contribution to Society. http://www.independentsector.org/programs/research/ReligiousCong.pdf
· Independent Sector. 2002. Faith & Philanthropy: The Connection Between Charitable Behavior and Giving to Religion; Giving & Volunteering in the United States. http://www.independentsector.org/PDFs/faithphil.pdf
· Books on domestic FBOs that are especially relevant for this assignment include:
· Ammerman, Nancy Tatom. 2005. Pillars of Faith: American Congregations and Their Partners. Berkeley: University of California Press.

· Chaves, Mark. 2004. Congregations in America. Harvard University Press.

· Ebaugh, Helen Rose, ed. 2005. Handbook of Religion and Social Institutions. Springer.

· Kennedy, Sheila Suess, and Wolfgang Bielefeld. 2006. Charitable Choice at Work: Evaluating Faith-Based Job Programs in the States, Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press. 

· Monsma, S. 1996. When Sacred and Secular Mix: Religious Nonprofit Organizations and Public Money Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield.

· Unruh, Heidi Rolland, and Ronald J Sider. 2005. Saving Souls, Serving Society: Understanding the Faith Factor in Church-Based Social Ministry. Oxford University Press.
· Wuthnow, Robert. 2004. Saving America? Faith-Based Services and the Future of Civil Society, Princeton.
· Useful and relatively readable analyses of religion’s effects (if any) on the performance of non-profit organizations in different areas of public policy include:

· Cadge, Wendy and Robert Wuthnow. 2006. “Religion and the Nonprofit Sector,” in Walter W. Powell and Richard Steinberg, eds., The Non-Profit Sector: A Research Handbook, 2nd edition, New Haven and London: Yale University Press, pp. 484-505. [e-reserves] 
· Chaves, Mark. 2001. “Six Myths about Faith-Based Initiatives,” The Christian Century September 12-19, 2001, pp. 20-23. [e-reserves]
· Ebaugh, Helen Rose, Paula F. Pipes, Janet Saltzman Chafetz, and Martha Daniels, 2003. “Where’s the Religion? Distinguishing Faith-Based from Secular Social Service Agencies,” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 42 (3), 411-426. [e-reserves]
Course Rules and Policies
    General Contact Information 
· Students are encouraged to check On Course regularly for course announcements. The course syllabus posted there will be updated to reflect any changes. 
·  All changes to the schedule of assignments will be announced in advance. No changes to exam dates or due dates of assignments will be made without approval of the class. 

· My office hours are available for drop-ins or appointments. Appointments are also available at other times in the week. The easiest ways to set up an appointment are (1) see me before or after class, (2) or contact me via e-mail ( mcginnis@indiana.edu ).
During Class 
· Students are expected to come to class every day and to complete assignments on time. Attendance will be taken at irregular intervals, usually at the beginning of the period. Students arriving late may not be counted as present. 
· Class discussion is encouraged and questions are always welcomed. Don't be deterred by concern that you are asking a "stupid question."  If you are confused or uncertain over some point, it is almost always the case that several other students are having the same problems or confusion. If in doubt, just raise your hand. 
· Comments in class must remain respectful of other people's opinions. This requirement applies to the instructor just as much as to any student. Please let me know if you feel any comments in class have been unfair to you or to anyone else. 
· Please try to arrive to class on time. Late arrivals can be very disruptive, especially if they to make their way to the middle of a row to find an open seat. As noted, above, students arriving late may not be counted as present if attendance is taken that day. 

· If you know you are going to have to leave class early, please let me know at the beginning of class and sit near the exit so you can leave with as little disruption as possible. 

· Please refrain from talking to each other during class. This can be very distracting to other students and especially to the instructor. 
· TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES AND BEEPERS. If you expect to receive an important call during class time, please set your phone to vibrate and sit where you can exit the room without too much disruption. 
· Students are welcome to take notes during class on their laptop computers. However, please do not answer e-mail or surf the web during class, as this can be very distracting to others. 
Examinations 
· A study guide detailing the types of questions and the subject matter to be covered in exam questions will be distributed approximately a week before each scheduled exam. A student familiar with all the material related to the study guide should not be surprised by anything that appears on the exam itself.
· Unless otherwise specified, exams will be held in class with no notes allowed. 
· Exams will consist primarily of identification, short-answer, and essay questions. Multiple choice, matching, or related “objective” questions may also be included on some exams. 
· Unless announced otherwise, the final exam will be held at the time scheduled in the Schedule of Classes and in the regular classroom. 
· The final exam will be comprehensive, covering all material included in this course. Additional information will be provided in class.
· Special circumstances may justify late assignments or make-up exams, but students should get permission from the instructor in advance, whenever possible. 
Class Absences 

· Students should notify the instructor of reasons for absences in advance, if possible. Absences for valid reasons (including medical emergencies and observance of religious holidays) will be excused. 
· Religious Holidays. Students are encouraged to honor their own religious tradition by observing official holidays. For details concerning IU polices on religious holidays, please consult http://www.indiana.edu/~deanfac/holidays.html.
Grading Procedures 
· Numerical grades will be assigned for each exam and major assignment. (Quizzes or in-class assignments may be graded as acceptable, not acceptable, or not submitted.) At the end of the semester, an overall score will be calculated according to the weighting scheme specified in the syllabus.  

· Final letter grades will be assigned based on these overall scores. In making these assignments, I use the standard numbering system as a basis, but may make adjustments (upwards) as necessary. For example, an overall average of 80 will be awarded at least a grade of B-, but the lower threshold for that letter grade may be reduced, depending on the distribution of overall scores.  Typically, I consider scores below 50% to be a failing grade. 

· I am willing to re-grade any exam or assignment, as long as the student can provide a compelling reason to do so. (Just “needing” a higher grade is not a good enough reason.) Upon re-evaluation, the grade may be revised upwards or downwards or it may remain the same, whichever is appropriate. 
Assignments

· On exams, papers, and other assignments, each student is expected to complete his or her own work. Students caught cheating or committing plagiarism (misrepresenting someone else's work as your own) will receive a failing grade for that assignment and may be subject to additional disciplinary procedures (including failing the course). For additional information, see http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/plagiarism.shtml .
· Information on acceptable citation styles is available at http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/apa_style.shtml My primary concern is that references be sufficiently clear, unambiguous, and complete to allow a reader to track these sources down with minimal trouble. It also helps if the citations are relatively consistent within any single report. 
· Citations to material found on-line should include the author (or organizational source if no individual author is provided), the organization responsible for maintaining this site or for responsible for this particular information (if discernable), the date the information was posted or last revised (if available), the date the website was accessed, and the complete URL address. More detailed suggestions are provided by the IU Library at http://www.indiana.edu/~libugls/Publications/APA.html. Please see me if you have any questions concerning how works should be cited or referenced. 
· The IU Writing Tutorial Service is an outstanding resource for information and advice concerning writing and editing papers; check their webpage at http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/
This version revised January 7, 2008
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