Religion, Politics, and Public Policy
Political Science Y249, Indiana University, Bloomington

Spring Semester 2009, Section Number 14271

Class Meets Tuesday and Thursday, 9:30 – 10:45 AM, Woodburn Hall 005

Final Exam Thursday May 7, 10:15 AM -- 12:15 PM
Prof. Michael McGinnis
210-D Woodburn Hall (Graduate Director’s Office, Political Science Departmental Office)

Office Hours: Wednesday 9:00-11:30 AM (in Woodburn 210-D)

or by appointment: mcginnis@indiana.edu, phone 855-1208 (Sharon LaRoche)

Syllabus posted at http://php.indiana.edu/~mcginnis/y249syl_spr09.doc, on OnCourse and e-reserves

Revised April 2, 2009 (to include updated links to 2008 IRFA Reports 




and changes in Part 3 assignments)
Course Description

Is there a “wall of separation” between church and state in the USA? Yes and no.  Public officials are not allowed to directly advance the interests of any religious denomination, nor can religious leaders endorse particular candidates for public office without risking their tax-exempt status. But the mere fact that religious organizations enjoy exemptions from common tax burdens demonstrates that something more subtle is going on here. Furthermore, some countries have higher and stronger walls than the US, and others make no pretense of separation.

This course provides an overview of the many ways in which the leaders of political and religious organizations interact with each other on a regular basis. All such interactions are controversial, attracting opposition from religious or political forces, and often from both. 


This course looks at religion, politics and public policy in the USA in global perspective. We’ll examine how the historical development of all world religions have been influenced or re-directed by temporary alliances with political leaders, and become familiar with the legal distinctions that contemporary governments make concerning the treatment of different religions in their own countries. We will briefly survey the historical path through which the USA, a country initially composed of sovereign states several of which had, at that time, established particular religions as their official state religions, evolved into the current situation of enforced disestablishment at all levels of government. We will also evaluate the many contributions that faith-based organizations nonetheless make in the formation and implementation of public policy in the U.S., especially in the areas of welfare, education, health care, international humanitarian aid, and the protection of human rights.

There is no prerequisite, beyond being willing to examine the reality of the complex inter-weaving of religion and politics in the contemporary world. Students should emerge from this course with the skills needed to disentangle controversies into their religious and political components, as well as realizing the limits of such decomposition in certain circumstances. Since this survey course covers many topics in a short time, students are encouraged to take additional coursework to more fully explore the complexities of particular topics. 
Course Readings

A few assigned readings will be available in electronic format, but most readings will be taken from the following textbooks:

Lambert, Frank. 2008. Religion in American Politics: A Short History. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. ISBN 978-0-691-12833-7

Ammerman, Nancy T. 2005. Pillars of Faith: American Congregations and Their Partners. Berkeley: University of California Press. ISBN 0-520-24312-9

Esposito, John L., Darrell J. Fasching, and Todd Lewis. 2008. Religion and Globalization: World Religions in Historical Perspective. New York: Oxford University Press. ISBN 978-0-19-517695-7

Students will also be expected to read (or at least skim) several of the country reports included in the most recent version of the U.S. State Department’s Annual Report on International Religious Freedom, [IRFA], http://2001-2009.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2008/index.htm. Links to particular country reports are included in the list of topics below.
Except for the textbooks and the State Department IRFA Reports, all assigned readings are available on e-reserves (password: faith) and/or at the URL listed for that reading.

Grading and Student Responsibilities
There will be two midterm exams and a comprehensive final exam, as well as in-class exercises. If the class decides to do so, the final exam may be given in a take-home format.

Student grades will be calculated on the basis of the following weighting scheme

First exam 25%

Second exam 30%
Final Exam, 30%; 
Participation (including in-class exercises), 15%. 

Students are strongly encouraged to come to each class session, and to complete the assigned readings BEFORE coming to class. The participation score will be based, in part, on each student’s contribution to in-class assignments and exercises, most of which will NOT be announced in advance. 
Additional details about course policies and grading procedures are specified in the last two pages of this syllabus. Please contact the instructor if you have any questions.

Schedule of Lecture Topics and Reading Assignments
Note: Any changes will be announced in class and via OnCourse.

Some other materials will be distributed during class sessions.
PART I. An Overview of Religion Policy in the USA
Jan. 13. Introduction to Course

Top Religion News Stories of 2008 [Power Point slides available on e-reserves] 
Jan. 15. What is Religion? What is Politics? What is Religion Policy?
Lambert, Religion in American Politics, Introduction, pp. 1-13.
U.S. Department of State, 2008 Report on International Religious Freedom, Executive Summary only, http://2001-2009.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2008/108351.htm
Jan. 20. Contemporary Divides in the USA 
Lambert, Religion in American Politics, chapter 1, pp. 13-40
Ammerman, Pillars of Faith, chapter 1, pp. 1-22
Eskridge, Larry. 2006. “Defining Evangelicalism,” Institute for the Study of American Evangelicals, Wheaton College. (posted on e-reserves and also at http://www.wheaton.edu/isae/defining_evangelicalism.html)
Jan. 22. Patterns of Religion Policy from the Founding to the Civil War
Lambert, Religion in American Politics, chapter 2, pp. 41-73

President Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address, March 4, 1865 http://libertyonline.hypermall.com/Lincoln/lincoln-2.html or elsewhere on the Web
Jan. 27. Religious Responses to Industrialization and Related Developments
Lambert, Religion in American Politics, chapters 3-4, pp. 74-129
Jan. 29. Major Political-Religious Mobilization Campaigns

Lambert, Religion in American Politics, chapters 5-6, pp. 130-183
Feb. 3. Demarcating Boundaries in the Law


Lambert, Religion in American Politics, chapter 7, pp. 184-217 

Urofsky, Melvin I. 2008. “Church and State: The Religion Clauses,” in David J. Bodenhamer and James W. Ely, Jr, eds., The Bill of Rights in Modern America, pp. 67-87. [To be posted on e-reserves]
Feb. 5. Contemporary Patterns and Future Prospects 


Lambert, Religion in American Politics, chapter 8, pp. 218-250

Feb. 10. First Exam
PART II.  Patterns of Religion Policy in Global Context
Feb. 12. Contemporary Distribution of World Religions: An Overview
Esposito, Fasching, and Lewis. Religion and Globalization, 
chapter 1 (Introduction), pp. 1-35
Video Map: The Spread of Religion: http://mapsofwar.com/images/Religion.swf
“World Religions: Maps and Tables” [power point presentation on e-reserves]

Feb. 17, 19. Premodern Patterns of Religion Policy: India, China, and Related Areas
Esposito, Fasching, and Lewis. Religion and Globalization, 

chap. 5 (Hinduism), pp. 287-290, 293-321

chap. 6 (Buddhism), pp. 367-369, 373-408

chap. 7 (East Asian Religions), pp. 439-442, 443-473
Feb. 24, 26. Premodern Patterns of Religion Policy: The Abrahamic Religions
Esposito, Fasching, and Lewis. Religion and Globalization, 

chap. 3 (Judaism), pp. 109-111, 120-156

chap. 2 (Christianity), pp. 37-40, 44-70

chap. 4 (Islam), pp. 187-192, 195-231
March 3, 5. Christian Reformations and “Modern” Patterns of Religion Policy 
Esposito, Fasching, and Lewis. Religion and Globalization, 

chap. 2 (Christianity), pp. 40-44, 70-107
IRFA Reports on (read selectively)

Greece, http://2001-2009.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2008/108449.htm
Germany, http://2001-2009.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2008/108448.htm
United Kingdom, http://2001-2009.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2008/108478.htm
Norway, http://2001-2009.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2008/108464.htm
Supplemental Reading: Jenkins, Philip. 2006. “Believing the Bible in the Global South,” International Bulletin of Missionary Research 30 (2), April 2006, 67-73. 
March 10, 12. Colonialism and Conflict within the Abrahamic Traditions

Esposito, Fasching, and Lewis. Religion and Globalization, 

chap. 3 (Judaism), pp. 156-183, 111-120

chap. 4 (Islam), pp. 192-195, 231-285
IRFA Reports on (read selectively)
Israel and the Occupied Territories, http://2001-2009.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2008/108484.htm
Saudi Arabia, http://2001-2009.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2008/108492.htm
Iran, http://2001-2009.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2008/108482.htm
Indonesia, http://2001-2009.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2008/108407.htm
Pakistan, http://2001-2009.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2008/108505.htm
Egypt, http://2001-2009.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2008/108481.htm
Turkey, http://2001-2009.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2008/108476.htm
Supplemental Reading: International Crisis Group (ICG). “Understanding Islamism,” Middle East/North Africa Report 37, March 2, 2005. [e-reserves or  http://www.crisisgroup.org/library/documents/middle_east___north_africa/egypt_north_africa/37_understanding_islamism.pdf ]
Spring Break

March 24, 26. Colonialism and Conflict outside the Abrahamic Traditions

Esposito, Fasching, and Lewis. Religion and Globalization, 

chap. 5 (Hinduism), pp. 321-365, 291-293

chap. 6 (Buddhism), pp. 409-437, 369-373

chap. 7 (East Asian Religions), pp. 473-521, 442-443
IRFA Reports on (read selectively)
India, http://2001-2009.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2008/108500.htm
Burma/Myanmar, http://2001-2009.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2008/108402.htm
Sri Lanka, http://2001-2009.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2008/108506.htm
China, http://2001-2009.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2008/108404.htm
Also, read a few stories from website http://www.christianaggression.org/
March 31, April 2. Evaluating General Dynamic Patterns of Religious Expansion
Esposito, Fasching, and Lewis. Religion and Globalization, 
chapter 8 (Globalization), pp. 523-553
IRFA Reports on (read selectively)
France, http://2001-2009.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2008/108446.htm
Cuba http://2001-2009.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2008/108521.htm
April 7. Second Exam

April 9. NO CLASS (Medical Excuse: Instructor)
PART III.  Religious Organizations and Networks in the U.S.
April 14, 16: Congregations, Denominations and Affiliated Services

Ammerman, Pillars of Faith, chapters 2, 3, 4, 7, pp. 23-114, 206-253 

April 21, 23. Religious Schools and Faith-Based Service Organizations
Ammerman, Pillars of Faith, chapters 5-6, 8, pp. 115-205, 254-277
April 28, 30. Charitable Choice and Faith-Based Initiatives: A Policy Evaluation
Rogers, Melissa and E.J. Dionne Jr. 2008. Serving People in Need, Safeguarding Religious Freedom: Recommendations for the New Administration on Partnerships with Faith-Based Organizations, http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2008/12_religion_dionne/12_religion_dionne.pdf
Stephen L. Carter. 1993. The Culture of Disbelief, selections on e-reserves, pp. 1-2, 17-43

Take-Home Final Exam, Due Thursday, May 7, 12 Noon (email submissions are preferred)
Students should select ONE of the following topics and answer the relevant questions in a well-organized essay that makes full use of the relevant course material. In this essay the author should develop an argument (presented in a format with a beginning, middle, and end), and defend that argument using evidence from the material covered in this course. Students will be responsible for reading the extra assignments specified under each topic; these readings are all posted on the course e-reserves page or at URLs given below. 

The essays should be approximately 6-8 pages (double-spaced) in length. Additional details will be provided later in the semester.
Each option described below includes one key reading that students must complete in order to finish this assignment. Optional supplemental readings are also provided for students who would to learn more about that topic. 

Option 1. Controversies over application of domestic policy instruments to religious organizations.

Henriques, Diana B. (and others), Parts 1-4 of a series of New York Times articles under the generic title of In God’s Name, posted at http://www.nytimes.com/ref/business/churchstate.html
Supplemental Reading: Carlson-Thies, Stanley. 2001. “Charitable Choice: Bringing Religion Back into American Welfare,” Journal of Policy History 13 (1), 109-126.

Supplemental Reading: Welborn, Angie. 2006. “Charitable Choice: Legal and Constitutional Issues,” CRS Report  http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/RL32195_20060127.pdf
Topic: Connect the examples discussed in these newspaper articles to the religion policy instruments discussed in this course. The author is very critical of these examples, but you should be able to explain the reasons why political authorities granted these exemptions to religious organizations. In what ways do you think the author of this series would have benefited from exposure to the material covered in this course? What important considerations did she ignore or give less attention that they deserved, and why?

Option 2. Application of course material to Islam-based social service organizations.
Alterman, Jon B., with Shireen Hunter and Ann L. Philips. 2005. “The Idea and Practice of Philanthropy in the Muslim World,” Center for Strategic and International Studies, Issue Paper 5.  http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/the_idea_of_philanthropy_in_the_muslim_world.pdf 
Supplemental Reading: International Crisis Group (ICG). “Understanding Islamism,” Middle East/North Africa Report 37, March 2, 2005. [e-reserves or  http://www.crisisgroup.org/library/documents/middle_east___north_africa/egypt_north_africa/37_understanding_islamism.pdf ]
Topic: Ammerman’s textbook goes into considerable detail concerning the organizational networks that support worship and public outreach activities engaged in by religious families in the U.S. Not surprisingly, a similarly detailed picture could be drawn for any country. Your task is to use the material in these readings to demonstrate the ways in which the organizational networks that sustain charitable activities and related aspects of public service in the Islamic both resemble and differ from the networks that Ammerman describes. Also, how might these activities be related to the general dynamic patterns of religious expansion covered earlier in this course? In what ways does this exercise bring a new perspective to the phrase “political Islam”?

Option 3. Application of course material to faith-based international NGOs.
 “Mapping the Role of Faith Communities in Development Policy: The U.S. Case in Comparative Perspective,” Georgetown University Berkley Center for Religion, Peace, and World Affairs, 2007 http://repository.berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/Berkley_FBO_backgrounder_final.pdf 
Supplemental Reading: Thomas, Scott M. 2004. “Faith and Foreign Aid: How the World Bank Got Religion, and Why It Matters,” The Brandywine Review of Faith & International Affairs Fall 2004, 21-29. 
Topic: Although Ammerman briefly examines the international outreach activities of U.S. religious organizations in her textbook, most of her analysis focuses on their activities within the U.S. Your assignment under this option is to extend her mode of analysis to the network of faith-based international non-governmental organizations (NGOs) active in the areas of international humanitarian aid, development, and peacemaking. In what ways do the organizations described here differ from or resemble the faith-based service organizations detailed by Ammerman? You will note that several of these organizations are based on religious traditions that play a much smaller role in domestic U.S. policy. How would that affect any effort to extend her framework to incorporate these cases? 
Links to Other Sources on General Issues Concerning Religion, Politics, and Public Policy
· Several organizations provide access to reports and other information on selected aspects of religion, politics, and public policy. Among the most consistently useful sources are:

· Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life http://pewforum.org/
· Berkley Center for Religion, Peace and World Affairs, Georgetown University http://berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/
· The Independent Sector http://www.independentsector.org/
· Religious Newswriters Association http://www.rna.org/library.php
· For general news on religious issues in the United States and the World, a good source from an evangelical Christian viewpoint is the news section of Christianity Today online, http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/features/news/.

· A contrasting perspective, opposed to all forms of mixing religion and politics, is provided by the Americans United for Separation of Church and State http://www.au.org/site/PageServer
· Still another perspective on religious freedom is provided by the Anti-Defamation League, at http://www.adl.org/main_Religious_Freedom/default.htm
· Human Rights Watch (HRW) is primarily concerned about international issues, including violations of religious freedom: http://www.hrw.org/en/search/apachesolr_search/religion 

· Annual Report of the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom, www.uscirf.gov 

· More data than you can possibly use is posted at the Association of Religion Data Archives, http://www.thearda.com/
· For controversies generated by Christian missionaries, see the following:

· Pro-missionary sites: http://www.christianpersecution.info/, http://www.joshuaproject.net/, http://www.1040window.org/,

· Anti-missionary sites: http://www.christianaggression.org/, http://www.crusadewatch.org, 
· For a balanced report on political Islam, see International Crisis Group (ICG). 2005. “Understanding Islamism,” Middle East/North Africa Report 37, March 2, 2005. http://www.crisisgroup.org/library/documents/middle_east___north_africa/egypt_north_africa/37_understanding_islamism.pdf [also on e-reserves]

· For restrictions on religious participation in U.S. partisan politics, see Pew Forum. 2004. “Politics and the Pulpit: A Guide to Internal Revenue Code Restrictions on Political Activity of Religious Organizations” http://pewforum.org/publications/reports/politicspulpit.pdf
· Religious Advocates: A Force in US Politics?, 2007 Undergraduate Fellows Report, Berkley Center for Religion, Peace and World Affairs, Georgetown University http://repository.berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/Fellows_07_final.pdf
· Evangelical Environmental Network. “An Evangelical Declaration on the Care of Creation,” http://www.creationcare.org/resources/declaration.php
· Welborn, Angie. 2006. “Charitable Choice: Legal and Constitutional Issues,” CRS Report  http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/RL32195_20060127.pdf
· Scott, Jason. 2003. “The Scope and Scale of Faith-Based Social Services,” 2nd edition, The Roundtable on Religion and Social Welfare Policy, Rockefeller Institute of Government, Pew Charitable Trusts. http://www.religionandsocialpolicy.org/docs/bibliographies/9-4-2002_scope_and_scale.pdf
· Independent Sector. 2002. Faith & Philanthropy: The Connection Between Charitable Behavior and Giving to Religion; Giving & Volunteering in the United States. http://www.independentsector.org/programs/research/faithphilanthropy.html
Course Rules and Policies, POLS Y249
Prof. Michael McGinnis, Political Science, Indiana University, Bloomington

December 2008
 
General Contact Information 
· My office hours are available for drop-ins or appointments. Appointments are also available at other times in the week. The easiest ways to set up an appointment are (1) see me before or after class, (2) contact me via e-mail ( mcginnis@indiana.edu ), or (3) call our graduate secretary, Sharon LaRoche (855-1208).
· Students are encouraged to check On Course regularly for course announcements. The course syllabus posted there will be updated to reflect any changes. 
· All changes to the schedule of assignments will be announced in advance. No changes to exam dates or due dates of assignments will be made without approval of the class. 

Expectations for Class Participation and Excused Absences
· Students are expected to come to class every day and to complete assignments on time. Attendance will be taken at irregular intervals, usually at the beginning of the period. Students arriving late may not be counted as present. 
· Class discussion is encouraged and questions are always welcomed. Don't be deterred by concern that you are asking a "stupid question."  If you are confused or uncertain over some point, it is almost always the case that several other students are having the same problems or confusion. If in doubt, just raise your hand. 
· Comments in class must remain respectful of other people's opinions. This requirement applies to the instructor just as much as to any student. Please let me know if you feel any comments in class have been unfair to you or to anyone else. 
· Please try to arrive to class on time. Late arrivals can be very disruptive, especially if they to make their way to the middle of a row to find an open seat. As noted, above, students arriving late may not be counted as present if attendance is taken that day. 

· If you know you are going to have to leave class early, please let me know at the beginning of class and sit near the exit so you can leave with as little disruption as possible. 

· Please refrain from talking to each other during class. This can be very distracting to other students and especially to the instructor. 
· TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES AND BEEPERS. If you expect to receive an important call during class time, please set your phone to vibrate and sit where you can exit the room with less disruption. 
· Students are welcome to take notes during class on their laptop computers. However, please do not answer e-mail or surf the web during class, as this can be very distracting to others. If you use a computer during class, be warned that you may be asked to explain your facial expressions while you concentrate on the computer screen.
·  Students should notify the instructor of reasons for absences in advance, if possible. Absences for valid reasons (including medical emergencies and observance of religious holidays) will be excused. 
· Religious Holidays. Students are encouraged to honor their own religious tradition by observing official holidays. For details concerning IU polices on religious holidays, please consult http://www.indiana.edu/~deanfac/holidays.html.
Examinations and Grading Procedures
· A study guide detailing the types of questions and the subject matter to be covered in exam questions will be distributed approximately a week before each scheduled exam. A student familiar with all the material related to the study guide should not be surprised by anything that appears on the exam itself.
· Exams will consist primarily of identification, short-answer, and essay questions. Multiple choice, matching, or related “objective” questions may also be included on some exams. 

· Unless otherwise specified, exams will be held in class with no notes allowed. 

· The final exam will be comprehensive, covering all material included in this course. Additional information will be provided in class. Unless announced otherwise, the final exam will be held at the time scheduled in the Schedule of Classes and in the regular classroom.
· Special circumstances may justify late assignments or make-up exams, but students should get permission from the instructor in advance, whenever possible. 
· Each student is expected to complete his or her own work. Students caught cheating or committing plagiarism (misrepresenting someone else's work as your own) will receive a failing grade for that assignment and may be subject to additional disciplinary procedures. For information on IU policies, see http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/plagiarism.shtml .
· Numerical grades will be assigned for each exam and major assignment. (Quizzes or in-class assignments may be graded as acceptable, not acceptable, or not submitted.) At the end of the semester, an overall score will be calculated according to the weighting scheme specified in the syllabus.  

· Final letter grades will be assigned based on these overall scores. In making these assignments, I use the standard numbering system as a basis, that is, the scale 100-90 (A), 89-80 (B), 79-70 (C), 69-50 (D), below 50 (F), with minus/plus grades assigned when appropriate. 

· When assigning final grades I may make adjustments (upwards) as necessary. For example, an overall average of 80 will be awarded at least a grade of B-, but the lower threshold for that letter grade may be reduced, depending on the distribution of overall scores.  Typically, I consider scores below 50% to be a failing grade no matter what. 

· I am willing to re-grade any exam or assignment, as long as the student can provide a compelling reason to do so. (Just “needing” a higher grade is not a good enough reason.) Upon re-evaluation, the grade may be revised upwards or downwards or it may remain the same, whichever is appropriate.
· Students are encouraged to ask questions about the grading criteria used in general, as well as their application to their specific exams. 
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