Political Science Y367: International Law

Meets Mon., Wed. 9:30-10:45, Woodburn Hall 003

Spring Semester 2001, Section 3377

For course website logon via On Course: https://oncourse.indiana.edu/bl/

Professor Michael McGinnis
366 Woodburn Hall, Office Hours: Mon. 2:00-3:30 PM

and by appointment (855-8784, mcginnis@indiana.edu)
Associate Instructor: Gordan Vurusic

334 Woodburn Hall, gvurusic@Indiana.edu 

Office Hours: Wed. 2:30-4:30 and by appointment

This is an exciting time to study international law, a subject that, until recently, was frankly pretty dry and arcane. But now it is suddenly fashionable to use war crimes trials to hold heads of state or military officials personally accountable for their actions, and efforts to protect the global environment have become complexly intertwined with trade disputes. This course introduces students to international law as an increasingly important aspect of international relations and public policy. Focus will be on the politics of international law, not its status as a legal specialization. Because international law is in such a state of flux, this course will emphasize ongoing or recent controversies. 

Reading assignments will be drawn from three required textbooks, as well as additional material to be distributed or announced in class. All three textbooks are in paperback editions:

Buck, Susan J. The Global Commons: An Introduction, 1998, Island Press.

Forsythe, David P. Human Rights in International Relations, 2000, Cambridge Univ. Press.

Malone, Linda A. International Law, 2nd edition, 1998, Emanuel (The Professor Series).

Copies of these texts (and other required readings) will be made available on reserve in the Political Science Research Collection, 200 Woodburn Hall or in the Reserve Room of the Undergraduate Section of the Main IU Library. Some readings will be available on the web.

Grades will be based on an weighted average of assignments: first midterm, 20 %; second midterm, 30%; final exam, 30%; participation (in group project and during class), 20%. The final exam will be comprehensive, but with emphasis on material covered after the second exam. Make-up exams will be allowed only in unusual circumstances, and only if approved in advance by the instructor. Exams will be held in-class, no-notes; cheating on exams will result in a failing course grade. Study guides will be distributed approximately a week before each exam.

Group grades will be assigned for the group projects, with individual adjustments to correct for level and quality of contribution (especially during the in-class presentation). To help make these determinations, each student will be asked to evaluate the contributions made by each member of his or her group. Individual participation during class throughout the semester will also count in this evaluation. Regular attendance will NOT be taken, but there will arise occasions when absences may be noted. For instance, students are expected to contribute to class discussions whenever a subject related to their research topic is being considered. There may also be some unannounced in-class assignments.

During their presentations, students will be primarily responsible for explaining the political controversies associated with particular instances of international law. They should clarify the arguments made, principles invoked, and the reasons behind actions taken by the major sides of their dispute. Each group will write a brief (1-2 page) case summary laying out the basic positions and current disposition of their controversy. Each group can act on the assumption that other students in the class will already be familiar with the basic actors and institutions relevant to this case, either from the assigned readings or from material covered in lectures. 

Complete details concerning the group project will be distributed later. Group assignments will be made early in the semester, based in part on expressions of individual interest. (All topics must be approved by the instructor; a list of potential topics will be distributed by Jan. 17.) Seven weeks of the semester have been set aside for group presentations (including supporting lecture material); detailed schedules will be provided well in advance.

Course Schedule 

(Details will be provided later, and some additional readings may be added;

all changes will be posted on the course website.)

Week 1: Jan. 8, 10.  Introduction to Course


Readings: Malone, chapter 1

Jan. 15. No class

Weeks 2-4: Jan 17-29. Basic Principles and Institutions of International Law


Readings: Malone, chapters 2-7

Jan. 31. First Exam

Weeks 5-9: Feb. 5-March 5 Managing the Global Environment and Economy


Student presentations: weeks 6-8 (Feb. 12-28)


Readings: 

Malone, chapters 10-12

Buck, entire



TBA (including material from World Trade Organization website)

March 7. Second Exam

Spring Break

Weeks 10-14: March 19-April 18  Protecting Human Rights and Associated Issues


Student presentations: weeks 11-14 (March 26-April 18)


Readings: 

Malone, chapters 8-9

Forsythe, entire

Week 15. April 23, 25  Overview and Comparisons Between Issue Areas

Wednesday, May 2, 10:15-12:15 Final Exam


